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Abstract 

Most students are willing to participate in teaching of "Introduction to Linguistics" open 
online courses and believe that teaching effect of online courses is better. However, the 
survey also found that construction of "Introduction to Linguistics" open online courses 
was lacking in course resources development and provision of personalized learning 
contents. In the future, we can improve the teaching quality of "Introduction to 
Linguistics" open online courses from enriching construction of course resources, 
designing teaching contents for different students, and constructing easy-to-use 
teaching platforms and so on. 
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1. Introduction 

The Ministry of Education introduced the "Opinions on Strengthening the Application and 
Management of Open Online Courses Construction in Colleges and Universities" in April 2015, 
which made clear the guiding ideology, basic principles, and key tasks of open online courses 
construction in colleges and universities in China. The research results on construction of open 
online courses have rapidly increased Since then. For example, Zhao Li (2016), Wang Jide et al. 
(2018), Yang Xiaohong et al. (2020) studied development of open online courses, credit 
identification, and quality assurance, etc.; Liu Ya et al. (2018), Cheng Shutong et al. (2018), 
Zhang Yani et al. (2019) explored the implementation of online teaching for specific courses, 
respectively. It can be seen that construction of open online courses has received more 
attention in colleges and universities, and the teaching practice based on open online courses 
is also growing vigorously. Our practice on the construction of "Introduction to Linguistics" 
open online courses is developed under this background. 

2. Students' Feedback Results for Online Teaching of "Introduction to 
Linguistics" 

The author taught "Introduction to Linguistics" course to a class of 2018 Chinese Literature 
major last semester. Students in this class have learned related knowledge of Chinese and have 
a good linguistic foundation. After the course ended, we designed a questionnaire to ask 
students to fill in based on the actual class experience, a total of 40 students filled out the 
questionnaire. 

When asked whether "open online courses are conducive to improve self-learning ability" and 
"whether it improves learning efficiency", 90% of students believe that it is conducive to 
improve self-learning ability, and 92.5% of students believe that it can improve learning 
efficiency. It can be seen from the data that most students still quite agree with the learning 
methods of open online courses. Although they mainly watch teaching videos and PPT, through 
teaching interaction between teachers and students, they really participate in the class, their 
classroom participation is higher in comparison with traditional teaching modes, they have 
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further thinking space for problems which they are interested in, it also promotes their self-
learning ability and learning efficiency. 

When asked "whether the teaching contents of "Introduction to Linguistics" is difficult", only 7 
students thought it was relatively easy and ratio is 17.5%, 77.5% thought it was difficult, and 
5% thought it was very difficult. It can be seen that most students believe that the teaching 
contents of "Introduction to Linguistics" are difficult. Although all students in the class have 
studied c "Modern Chinese" and "Ancient Chinese", etc., after all, the previous courses are aimed 
at Chinese, and they have studied for some time, some students are also unfamiliar with some 
basic concepts and theories. "Introduction to Linguistics" is not only aimed at Chinese, but also 
involves many languages, and it is very theoretical, even after learned "Modern Chinese", it is 
not quick to grasp International Phonetic Alphabet, phonemics theory, flow sound change, 
composition rules, and aggregation rules, etc., therefore, most students believe that the 
teaching contents of this course are difficult. 

When asked "Would you like to participate in open online courses learning of "Introduction to 
Linguistics" and "What are the main motivations for participation", 85% of the students chose 
to participate, only one student chose not to participate, and five students selected to be cavalier, 
87.5% of the students chose to strengthen the course learning and try new learning models, 
only 7.5% of the students chose to complete the tasks assigned by the teachers, and 5% of the 
students chose to enrich their extracurricular life. Because the teaching contents of 
"Introduction to Linguistics" are relatively difficult, which are purely taught by the teacher, 
students may not be able to fully grasp what they have learned. Through open online courses 
learning, students can watch the teaching materials repeatedly, they can communicate with 
teachers and classmates in time when encounter problems, and can test the learning effect 
through tests. Therefore, this new learning mode has greater participation than traditional 
classroom learning, and most students are willing to participate. 

When asked "Which resource is the most helpful for learning", 77.5% of the students chose 
"courseware and video", 17.5% of the students chose "online communication and discussion", 
and 2.5% of the students chose "teaching case library" and "online testing and assignments." In 
traditional teaching class, a teacher completes a certain teaching task after finished a 
knowledge point, when students do not understand it, they usually make up through self-
learning, and rarely ask the teacher to solve it. In online course learning, courseware and videos 
are the main body of teaching, students can quickly grasp the learning content through repeated 
watching; they can communicate and discuss online when encounter problems, it is quick and 
convenient. Therefore, most students believe that "courseware and video" and "online 
communication and discussion" are the most helpful for learning. 

When asked "How effective is the online teaching of this course", 85% of the students chose 
"good results", 15% of students chose "general results", and no students chose "bad results". 
Although most students are willing to participate in the open online courses of this course, not 
all students are satisfied with the teaching effect. The relevant teaching links of open online 
courses are released to all students, which do not take into account the individual differences 
of students, the related assignments and tests lack supervision links, and it may not reflect the 
true learning condition of all students. 

When asked "What other improvements do you hope for in the ''Introduction to Linguistics'' 
open online course, 17.5% of the students chose "add course practice", 55% of the students 
chose "provide extended resources", 25% of the students chose "carry out more in-depth 
discussion", 2.5% of the students chose "others", hope the teacher can answer homework and 
test online. The teaching resources of courses are not only limited to knowledge points of 
textbooks and homework, but also provide more thinking space for the students who have 
more abilities, increase the quantity and quality of discussions and exercises and so on, and can 
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also extend from language ontology to language application, and extend from language 
synchronic learning to language diachronic learning. 

Although the course platform does not belong to teaching contents, it is very important to use 
of open online courses, if students are not satisfied with the use experience of online course 
platform, it is easy to cause dissatisfaction with online courses. Therefore, it is also important 
to build a simple and easy-to-use course platform. 

3. Reflection on the Teaching Practice of ''Introduction to Linguistics'' 
Open Online Courses 

3.1. Renew Educational Ideas 

The open online courses teaching of "Introduction to Linguistics" adheres to student-centered, 
combines teaching with education. Language is an indispensable communication tool for 
everyone in daily life, and everyone has say in language. In online teaching, we actively 
introduce language phenomena which everyone is familiar with; the examples given are words 
frequently used in daily life, we all start from examples to summarize language theory in 
communication and discussion. Because students are familiar with examples, they can fully 
understand the teaching contents of teachers and actively participate in the teaching process of 
this course. In addition, we also integrate selected topic of students' future graduation thesis 
and work to design problems, guide everyone how to study language, and how to use linguistic 
knowledge in work and life in the future. Generally speaking, because the students as the center, 
teaching and education are integrated, students have say and have learning interest, and the 
teaching effect of this course is relatively good. 

3.2. Optimize Teaching Approaches 

The teaching contents of "Introduction to Linguistics" put particular emphasis on theory, and 
students may not be able to achieve optimal teaching effect by themselves, therefore, the 
teaching of open online courses cannot completely break from the classroom, the two should 
be integrated. After the students complete the relevant teaching contents online, the teacher 
strengthens students' learning and understanding process in the classroom with lecture 
method, question method, and discussion method, etc., supplemented with blackboard design 
and teaching courseware display and so on. In the classroom, we raise one or more questions 
around a certain knowledge point to arouse everyone's thinking, and combine language 
examples with theories in textbooks. The classroom atmosphere is enlivened; the interaction 
between teachers and students is strengthened through questioning, answering and other 
approaches. We guide the students back to teaching video after class. Students' problem 
awareness is cultivated and students' learning initiative is improved through repeated theory 
strengthening and training. 

3.3. Promote Ideological and Political Theories Teaching in All Courses 

At present, "ideological and political theories teaching in all courses" is an important teaching 
idea that runs through various courses in colleges and universities; we also strive to achieve 
this teaching goal in the teaching process of this course. The teaching of "Introduction to 
Linguistics" emphasizes science and rigor, grasps the stability of language, and sees the 
variability of language. In the teaching of phonetics and phonology, we give students some 
recordings to help everyone practice International Phonetic Alphabet, some of these recordings 
come from Mandarin and some come from dialects, we hope students can record these 
materials with scientific attitude and rigorous means. In the teaching of grammar and semantics, 
we tell students the principles of change and constant, students can feel the side of language 
stability through language examples, and everyone appreciate the side of language variability. 
Students experience the charm of language in change and constant, and inherit cultural genes. 
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4. Improvement Suggestions for Open Online Courses Teaching of 
"Introduction to Linguistics" 

According to students' questionnaire materials and interview data of some students, teaching 
reflection is integrated, we believe that online teaching of "Introduction to Linguistics" can be 
improved in the following aspects in the future. 

4.1. Take the Construction of Course Resources as the Focus 

"Introduction to Linguistics" is highly theoretical, whose teaching content involves many 
teaching modules, and these modules can be integrated and presented to students in the form 
of topics. For example, "pronunciation topics", it involves chapter 2 "Systematic Nature of 
Language Sign", chapter 3 "Look at Pronunciation from Acoustics," "Look at Pronunciation from 
Pronunciation Physiology," and chapter 9 "Evolution of Pronunciation." These contents are 
integrated, phonetic knowledge are untangled from synchronic and diachronic angles, so that 
students can better grasp these theories. Moreover, the theory learning cannot be separated 
from analysis of specific examples, strengthening exercises is also an important means to learn 
"Introduction to Linguistics". For example, in the "grammar topic", we can set up many 
examples with different difficulties to investigate learning situation of hierarchical analysis and 
transformation analysis; in the "language differentiation" topic, we integrate difference practice 
of many local dialects, and make students experience language differentiation process. In 
addition, students all have studied "Modern Chinese" and "Ancient Chinese", the knowledge of 
pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar in "Modern Chinese" and change knowledge of 
characters and language system in "Ancient Chinese" are integrated into online teaching of 
"Introduction to Linguistics". Students' learning effects can be improved in many ways by the 
construction of course resources. 

4.2. Design Teaching Contents for Different Difficulty and Different Students 

At present, online teaching of "Introduction to Linguistics" is aimed at the whole class, it does 
not take into account the learning foundation, knowledge reserve, and learning willingness of 
different students, so about 15% of students believe that the learning effect of this course is 
general. In the process of online teaching in the future, we first understand the students' 
learning condition for a certain part, if everyone thinks it is simple, we teach less; if everyone 
thinks it is difficult, we talk more and practice it. For example, the "four elements of 
pronunciation", "synonymous relation and antonymous relations", etc., these contents have 
been studied by everyone before, and we rarely touched upon them; everyone rarely touched 
"International Phonetic Alphabet" and "hierarchical system" these contents before, we focus on 
explaining, provide plenty of exercises and discussions. In addition, some students have good 
foundation in the early stage and have strong learning willingness, we can set difficult exercises 
and topics for them to learn and communicate, and provide some research works for them to 
read, students who have poor foundation and have weak learning willingness, we can guide 
them to review previous knowledge, use simple exercises and discussions arouse their learning 
interest, and encourage them more. 

4.3. Establish Handy and Easy-To-Use Course Platform 

Recently, the school has investigated students' use condition for online courses, and 73.78% of 
students believe that the "inconvenient and unskilled operation of online course platform" is 
the main factor affecting their learning effect. It can be seen that students attach great 
importance to the platform of open online courses, and the inconvenient operation of platform 
directly affects the learning of online courses. At present, the main course platforms are i-
Courses, Chongxing, and Wisdom Tree, etc., these platforms have played an important role in 
the construction of state-level and provincial open online courses. However, we must also note 
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that the number of state-level and provincial open online courses is limited; many online 
courses built by teachers may only be used by students of this school, therefore, it is very 
important for school to build school-level open online courses platform suitable for the 
students of this school. During the building process of platform, the school must pay close 
attention to the use experience of students, realize the instant communication and sharing of 
teaching contents, support the interactive use of various devices in mobile environment, as a 
result, teachers and students can learn easily and freely, realize student-centeredness, and 
achieve integration of online and offline teaching. 

Acknowledgments 

Fund Project: Education and Teaching Reform Project of Yancheng Teachers University in 2018, 
"Thinking and Practice of Open Online Courses Construction of Introduction to Linguistics" 
(2018YCTUJGY026). 

References 

[1] Zhao Li. Online Course Development: Development of Online Courses: from Learning Resources 

Sharing to Wisdom Creating[J]. e-Education Research, 2016 (11): 67-74. 

[2] Wang Jide, Li Bo. Credit Recognition of Online Open Course: Forms, Issues, and Suggestions[J]. 

Education Research, 2018 (5): 39-45. 

[3] Yang Xiaohong, Zhou Haijun, Zhou Xiaozhang, Hao Zhao, Dong Xiaohui. Research on Construction of 

Standards for the Quality Identification of Open Online Courses in Colleges and Universities[J]. 

China Educational Technology, 2020 (2): 67-74. 

[4] Liu Ya, Zeng Xianlu, Hu Xin, Jiang Yongfu, Dai Wei, Hao Qinglan, Zhang Kangda, Teng Botao. 

Construction and Teaching Practice of the Open Online Courses of Principles of Chemical 

Engineering[J]. Chinese Journal of Chemical Education, 2018 (24): 7- 14 

[5] Cheng Shutong, Xu Congfu. Exploration and Practice on Open Online Courses ——Taking "Java 

Language Programming" for Example [J]. Adult Education, 2018 (6): 35-40. 

[6] Zhang Yani, Zuo Qisheng, Wu Xinsheng, Xu Qi, Li Bichun. Teaching Design and Evaluation System of 

''Animal Genetics'' Open Online Courses[J]. Journal of Domestic Animal Ecology, 2019 (12): 94-96. 

[7] Cheng Shutong, Xu Congfu. Exploration and Practice on Open Online Courses ——Taking "Java 

Language Programming" for Example[J]. Adult Education, 2018 (6): 35-40. 

[8] Zhang Yani, Zuo Qisheng, Wu Xinsheng, Xu Qi, Li Bichun. Teaching Design and Evaluation System of 

''Animal Genetics'' Open Online Courses[J]. Journal of Domestic Animal Ecology, 2019 (12): 94-96. 


