
International Journal of Social Science and Education Research                                                              Volume 3 Issue 5, 2020 

ISSN: 2637-6067                                                                                                                          DOI: 10.6918/IJOSSER.202005_3(5).0028 

163 

On the Characteristics of Taizhou School's Educational Thought 

Linling Lai1 

1Nanjing Normal University Taizhou College, Taizhou, Jiangsu, 225300, China. 

Abstract 

Taizhou School is the first enlightenment school after the middle of Ming Dynasty. The 
school can make Yangming's theory of mind popular in the world, and also make itself 
occupy an important position in the history of Chinese thought. It benefits not only from 
the philosophical characteristics of its civilian Confucianism, but also from the practice 
of civilian education. This paper discusses the characteristics of Taizhou school's 
educational thoughts from the aspects of educational status, value, starting point, 
concept and method. 
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1. Introduction 

General secretary Xi Jinping has repeatedly mentioned "three immortal saints" Wang Yangming 
and his knowledge, affirming that "Wang Yangming's psychology is the essence of Chinese 
traditional culture and is also one of the entry points to enhance Chinese cultural confidence". 
Wang Gen, Wang Yangming's favorite disciple, inherited and developed Yangming's mind 
theory, and founded Taizhou School, which was the first enlightening School of thought after 
the middle of Ming Dynasty. Taizhou School can make yangmingxin study in the world and 
occupy an important position in the history of Chinese thought. It not only benefits from a group 
of outstanding disciples and retransmission disciples such as Xu Yue, Wang Dong, Wang Fu, Yan 
Jun, He Xinyin, Luo Rufang and Li Zhi, but also benefits from the philosophical characteristics 
of its common Confucianism and the practice of common people education. Therefore, refining 
the characteristics of Taizhou School's educational thought has an enlightening role in 
understanding the ideological essence and influence of the school.  

2. Raise the Status of Education-"Place in Heaven and Earth, Nurture All 
Things" and "Yao and Shun's Career" 

Since the pre-Qin period, all schools of thought contending with a hundred schools of thought 
have attached great importance to education. however, Confucianism is the most important, 
and Confucius is respected as "the most holy teacher" and "the teacher of all generations". The 
Taizhou School, founded by Wang Gen, takes Confucianism as the mother of knowledge, not 
only inherits the concept of enlightenment, but also improves the status of education to an 
unprecedented level. The Analects of Confucius recorded a dialogue between Confucius and Zilu, 
expressing Confucius' thoughts of "ordinary", "rich" and "teaching". [1] Mencius clearly pointed 
out: "Xia Yuejiao, Yin Yuexu, Zhou Yuexiang, and Xue are three generations in total, which is 
why people in Ming Dynasty are also involved. [2] "Wang Yangming, a teacher in Wang Gen, 
also said," Today, we should teach young children, but we should take filial piety, honesty, 
propriety and integrity as our special task. [3]” It can be seen that Confucius emphasized 
education, and both Mencius and Wang Yangming thought that education was "the human 
relations of Ming Dynasty". Wang Gen said with a loud voice: "Confucius' tireless learning and 
teaching is the contribution of position education. Just learning and teaching tirelessly means 
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neutralization, standing in the heaven and earth, nurturing all things, and making Yao and Shun 
career. [4] " In Wang Gen's view, Confucius did not have the status of Yao and Shun, but his 
academic and educational achievements were on par with Yao and Shun, and education was a 
great cause of "learning from heaven and earth". Wang Gen's understanding of educational 
status surpasses that of former saints. 

3. Set up the Value Benchmark of Education -- To Benefit the World with 
Taoism 

Taizhou School, as the spokesman of ordinary people, although it did not directly participate in 
or less participate in the politics at that time, as a scholar, it must have ideals, while 
Confucianism is the study of governing the world. Taizhou School must maintain its political 
mission, namely, to maintain national stability and the rule of the world as its own duty. This is 
the ultimate pursuit of the school's philosophical system and its value orientation to educate 
the public. When Wang Gen was 29 years old, he dreamed of "heaven falling down on his body", 
"rising up on his arm alone" and "tens of thousands of people dancing and thanking him". When 
he woke up, he "suddenly realized that the heart and body were full of holes and everything 
was one" [5]. This dream reflects the responsibility of Wang Gen's subconscious to save the 
world and rectify the society. He once wrote "Ode to loach eel" [6], and the concept of 
"everything in the world is one" expounded also contains the social concern of saving people's 
suffering. As a result, Wang Gen is bound to face the problem of how to save the world. Wang 
Yangming, his teacher, devoted his whole life to setting up schools and giving lectures in person. 
He believed that setting up education was the foundation of advocating Ming learning, changing 
the atmosphere and establishing a political people [7]. Wang Gen inherited Yang Ming's thought 
and found a way to help the world: "If you learn from the teachings, you will have more good 
people, and if you have more good people, the court will be upright and the world will be ruled." 
"To make people feel at peace lies in a good education [8]" Everyone is a gentleman and can be 
sealed better than a house "[9]. This means that "teaching" can transform people, thus leading 
to political clarity, social harmony and the rule of the world. 

4. Clarify the Starting Point of Education-Equality between Saint and Van 

During the Han and Tang Dynasties, Confucianism became a school of temples and temples by 
the way of governing the world, and developed into a common Confucianism by the way of 
going deep into families and villages in the Ming Dynasty. Taizhou School played an important 
role. Wang Gen's representative philosophy is "the daily use of the people is the way", which 
lays the foundation for Taizhou School to follow the Confucianism downward route. He once 
said: "no matter the old, the young, the noble, the humble, the virtuous and the foolish, as long 
as there are volunteer scholars, they will be taught. [10] " In his later years, he expounded 
"Dacheng Learning", which expressed everyone's educational ambition of sanctifying and 
achieving social peace. He Xinyin also said, "The size of merchants and scholars cannot be 
ignored, while the size of sages cannot be ignored. [11] "Li zhi's" childlike innocence "also 
categorically denies the distinction between holy and noble. It can be seen that the education 
starting point of Taizhou School is the equality of saints and mortals, which fills up the gap 
between "saints" and common people, and develops Confucius' thought of "there is no kind of 
education". Under this starting point of education, Taizhou School's education object mainly 
faces the common people. Wang Gen once made his own pulun cart to travel around and give 
lectures. The slogan on the cart was "one in the world, one in all.". Go into the mountains and 
forests to seek seclusion, and pass the streets to enlighten you. [12] "And" the Taoists are not 
only Yue Wu Han Zhen, the woodcutters are not only Yue Zhai Zhu Shu "[13], it can be seen that 
many of their proud disciples are from civilians. After Taizhou, Han Zhen and others inherited 
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the teacher's ambition and "took it as their duty to change customs, randomly instructed 
farmers, businessmen and merchants, and traveled from there by more than a thousand 
people." Qiu Cheng's agricultural gap, then gather ACTS to talk about learning, one village is 
finished, and one village. [14] "Taizhou School played a great role in popularizing education and 
improving customs. 

5. Adhering to the Concept of Education-"Morality, Joy and Independence" 

Taizhou School pursues the lofty personality ideal of "everyone is a gentleman" and the spiritual 
realm of saving the world by running a state. Therefore, its educational philosophy is first and 
foremost "moral". Wang Gen put forward: "The upper people only use virtue to take scholars, 
the lower people only use virtue to take scholars, fathers and brothers use virtue to teach them, 
children use virtue to learn, teachers protect them with virtue to encourage them, and villagers 
use virtue to honor them. It is the upper and lower people that tend to be virtuous, practicing 
between filial piety, honesty, propriety, integrity and shame. They no longer have the heart to 
be at the end of fame and wealth, but fame and wealth are at ease among them. [15]” Xu Yue, a 
post-school student in Taizhou, sacrificed his life for his country in the war with the rebels in 
Yunnan and used his life to practice the moral ideal of the school. Luo Rufang, another 
descendant, made many achievements as an official in Yunnan, enabling the common people to 
live and work in peace and contentment, and combining the school's moral ideal with social 
practice. The second is "taking pleasure as teaching". Although Confucianism has the spirit of 
"learning with pleasure", Zhu Xi advocated the teaching style of "orderliness, seriousness, and 
strictness" [16]. However, under the influence of Wang Yangming's "happiness is the noumenon 
of the heart" [17], Wang Gen advocated students to study happily and seek happiness while 
studying. He also wrote the famous "Music Learning Song" [18]. Li Zhi, a post-school student, 
also wrote a book "Happy Reading" at the age of 70, explaining the interest of reading and the 
pursuit of lifelong learning. Taizhou School also practices happy teaching, for example, Luo 
Rufang often "arrives at the palm of his hand, sits down and laughs." People looking at elegant 
demeanour are happy and easy. It's time for Bafeng to take off his belt and put on his lapel. [19] 
"Happiness" has become a special style of Taizhou School. The third is to value "reading", that 
is, "learning is expensive and self-satisfied". Wang Gen's "Huai Nan Ge Wu" theory affirms the 
individual value of human beings. He himself questioned the classics and even questioned the 
teachers' academic spirit of independent thinking and criticism. Therefore, he also advocated 
that students should not rigidly adhere to classics and authority, but use their own thinking and 
practice to understand classics. Han Zhen, a later student, once said: "A straight road is very 
easy to reach, only for ordinary daily use. ... Naturally don't fix it, fool rao and shun was the same. 
[20] "It is precisely because of this noble" independence "spirit of Taizhou School that many 
descendants of the school have formed their own unique ideological system. 

6. Ways to Improve Education-Seeking New Ideas, Seeking Simplicity, 
Inspiring Lectures, and Learning by Example 

Taizhou school has a unique teaching method: first, it does not stick to the words of 
Confucianism and explains classics with new ideas. Wang Gen was born in Zaoding and did not 
receive much formal education because of his poor family when he was young. Therefore, his 
scholarship emphasizes "more inventions, more self-satisfaction, and no mud to spread and 
annotate". [21] "After he opened the door and was imprisoned, he also advocated" 
enlightenment through classics, enlightenment through interpretation of classics "[22], and did 
not regard the scriptures of sages as the criteria for judging right and wrong, good and evil. The 
second is to advocate simple teaching and popularize classics. Taizhou School regards the 
common people as its main educational object, and it is necessary to transform the "plain" 
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Confucian classics into simple Confucianism. The so-called "this is a simple and easy way to see 
the world as a common thing, and there is no resting place at any time and place. Therefore, 
Confucius is the only prosperous one" [23]. Taizhou School "inadvertently developed a way to 
popularize Confucian classics" [24]. Third, attach importance to enlightening and lecturing. 
Taizhou School popularized education by giving lectures. Its representatives made good use of 
life examples to inspire students. For example, Wang Gen once gave lectures in Yangming 
Academy: "It refers to the contacts between servants, audio-visual, holding activities, and pan-
response actions. It is not arranged without any arrangement. It all follows the principle of 
obeying the emperor, and comes from nothing. It comes from being near to being divine … At 
that time, scholars were saved. [25]” His second disciple Luo Rufang also inspired his friend 
with his lad holding tea: a friend asked, "Can a lad be cautious about fear?" Luo Zi replied, "The 
waiter has come here, ... He has never broken a tea cup." Friends said, "So the boy just doesn't 
know everyday." Luo said, "If he doesn't know, how can he hold tea? [26]” Taizhou School 
interprets "Tao" with the common people's daily life, which can be said to put the Confucian 
theory into the common people's class effectively. The fourth is to advocate the role of teaching 
by example. When Wang Gen came home from a lecture, he met heavy rain on the way, so he 
went back to dongtaojingshe to get clogs, instead of letting his students do the work. Afterwards, 
the students asked him why. Wang Gen replied, "teaching is not as easy as teaching by himself" 
[27]. He also said: "there is no other way for the godson, but it's only for the Japanese to love 
the gentleman.". Nurturing and nurturing, long-term self departure. [28] ". 

7. Summary 

According to Huang Zongxi, "the study of Mr. Yangming is popular all over the world with 
Taizhou and Longxi". Taizhou School is not only an important school of wangmen school, but 
also a pioneer of the enlightenment trend of thought in the later period of Chinese ancient 
society, shining with brilliant academic brilliance. The prosperity of any school cannot be 
separated from its theoretical values and educational effects. Taizhou school's philosophical 
and theoretical values like nourishment moisten educational thoughts, while educational 
practices like flying dandelions spread the seeds of school thoughts all over the country. The 
school's concept of "place in heaven and earth and nurture all things" has raised the educational 
status to the point where there is no more. His thought of "taking Dao Ji as the world" and 
equality between saints and saints has set a value benchmark for remolding educators' minds 
and teaching and educating people. His educational philosophy of "morality, happiness and 
independence" provides theoretical guidance and practical methods for improving personal 
moral cultivation and internal motivation of learning. Its educational method of "seeking new 
things, seeking simplicity, inspiring lectures, and setting an example by example" has provided 
many reference values for the reform and development of education. 
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