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Abstract 

Sichuan region, located in the hinterland of China, is a place abound with mountains and 
rivers, together with long history and prosperous culture. The unique leisure culture 
results into its special filial piety culture, such as the high status of filial piety culture in 
social hierarchy, the combination of filial piety culture and Buddhist culture, and the 
diversification of filial piety culture. These characteristics are not only related to the 
prevalence of Buddhism in Sichuan region, but also to its ethnic diversity. 
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1. Introduction 

The special natural and social environment in Sichuan region results into its unique filial piety 
culture. The researches about the characteristic of the filial piety culture in Sichuan region 
include the following articles, Images Study of Filial Women in Ji Chun Tai, A Study of Filial 
Images in Ji Chun Tai, Influences on the Filial Piety Concept of Students in the Newly-authorized 
University from the Script Stories Printed in Sichuan in the Late Qing Dynasty:A Case Study of 
Jichuntai by Li Ruoxi,[1-3] and Filial Piety Culture Implied in Filial Piety Culture Implied in 
Script Story Printed in Sichuan in the Late Qing Dynasty:A Case Study of Jichuntai and A Study 
on Filial Piety Culture Script Story Printed in Sichuan in the Late Qing Dynasty and Its Overseas 
influence:A Case Study of Jichuntai by Li Tingting and Liu Shiren.[4-5] A Study on Filial Piety 
Culture in Sichuan Area: A Case Study in Sichuan Tongzhi in Yongzheng Period by Lai Jiamin, 
and The Function of Promoting Harmony of Filial Piety: A Case Study based on Sichuan Province 
by Meng Changjiang. [6-7] Those studies can not only make people know the characteristics of 
filial piety culture in Sichuan area, enrich the theoretical study of filial piety culture in China, 
but also serve as reference and provide enlightenment for the reconstruction of filial piety 
culture in contemporary Sichuan region. 

2. Filial Piety Ranks the Top in Chinese Social Hierarchy  

The unique geomorphic feature and complicated terrain make ancient Sichuan region a place 
with inconvenient transportation, that is the reason why it escaped from being damaged by 
wars in previous dynasties. Although Sichuan area is not as rich as Jiangnan region, people in 
Sichuan area enjoy a prosperous live. Its capital, Chengdu City, was known as the “land of 
abundance” in ancient China. Even today, people in Sichuan region live leisurely and enjoy a in 
slow pace lifestyle, which was the foundation for the appearance of many dutiful sons, such as 
Li Mi (Pengshan, Sichuan), the author of “Chen Qing Biao”.In addition to Li Mi, according to 
“Sichuan Tongzhi·Biography of Filial son” in Yongzheng Period, there were other famous filial 
sons in Sichuan, namely Peng Cheng from Huayang, Li Ding from Pi County, Zheng Shijie from 
Chengdu in Song dynasty. It is recorded in Biography of Filial Piety that most of them choose to 
practice filial piety without hesitation when there is a conflict between pursuing fame and 
performing filial piety, that is to say they quit their position from government temporarily and 



International Journal of Social Science and Education Research                                                              Volume 3 Issue 2, 2020 

ISSN: 2637-6067                                                                                                                          DOI: 10.6918/IJOSSER.202002_3(2).0016 

130 

go back home to take care of their parents, which arouses their emperors’ dissatisfaction. Li Mi 
is killed by his ruler, which is criticized by the public at that time. (1) This shows that the social 
moral standards at that time, the high status of filial piety, even higher than that of loyalty. In 
the Biography of Filial Piety, it records not only filial sons with political talents who resigns 
from their position in order to take care of their parents, but also filial sons and wives who do 
unusual things to support their parents. From the Tang dynasty to Qing dynasty, there are more 
and more filial sons and wives who even cut their meat and bone to perform filial piety in 
Sichuan area. There is only one record of bone-cutting behaviors in Tang dynasty, but more 
similar records in Song dynasty. According to the record of Sichuan Tongzhi, there are as many 
as 46 bone-cutting deeds in Ming dynasty, and many of them have done it twice. In Qing dynasty, 
bone-cutting behavior appears in almost every record. 

In addition to a large number of records of filial sons and women, there are also many historical 
sites promoting filial piety culture in ancient Sichuan, such as the ancient town of Xiaoquan in 
Deyang, Sichuan province. In 2005, Deyang held the “filial piety culture festival”, which 
combined filial piety culture with tourism to promoted the local filial piety culture, and  attract 
more tourists to bring benefits to local people. The story “Anan sending rice ” in Xiaoquan, 
recorded in Late Han Dynasty, happened in the eastern Han dynasty. In Guanghan, there was a 
man named Jiang Shi. His wife was the daughter of Pang Sheng, a fellow countryman. Jiang Shi 
was a filial son, but his wife was more filial than him. Jiang Shi's mother liked drinking water 
from the river, six or seven miles away from their home. Jiang Shi's wife often went upstream 
to fetch water for her mother-in-law. One time she went to get water but did not come back on 
time for strong wind, that was why her mother-in-law did not have water to drink when she 
was thirsty. Jiang Shi blamed his wife and sent his wife back to her father. Jiang Shi's wife lived 
in a neighbor's house quietly, spinning yarn day and night to buy delicacies. She asked the 
neighbor's mother gave those delicacies to her mother-in-law. After long time, her mother-in-
law was surprised and asked for truth. After knowing what her daughter-in-law did to her, she 
felt shameful. Later, she asked her daughter-in-law back home. T Jiang Shi's wife took care of 
her mother - in - law more carefully. Jiang Shi's son went to get water and drowned. Jiang Shi's 
wife kept this from her mother-in-law. She told her mother-in-law that her grandson had gone 
out to study. Her mother-in-law liked eating fish, so Jiang Shi and his wife worked hard to buy 
fish for their mother. Suddenly one day, water gushed out of a spring from one side of their 
house, which tasted like the water from the river. Every morning, two carps would come out 
from the spring for Jang Shi’s mother. The peasant rebels, led by Fan Chong, went around Jiang 
Shi's house on horseback. Fan Chong said that they would be punished by ghosts if they they 
disturbed filial people. In a time of famine, the rebels sent rice and meat to Jiang Shi. Jiang Shi's 
wife and mother-in-law buried the rice and meat they received into the ground. AD 60, the 
imperial court tried to find filial people in this country, and the emperor Xianzong of the Han 
dynasty issued an imperial edict which said that filial people would be provided a position in 
central government and criminals were subject to their judgment. Jiang Shi was appointed as 
he county magistrate of Jiangyang and died in his position. Villagers set up a shrine in memory 
of him in his hometown.[8] 

In these famous ancient stories of filial piety in Sichuan region, two characteristics are fully 
presented. First, performing filial piety is put before showing loyalty to rulers, that is to say, 
whenever there is conflict between filial piety and loyalty, one should sacrifice loyalty for filial 
piety.Second, one tends to go extreme in order to be filial, such as at the destruction of 
themselves, which shows a tendency of performing filial piety blindly. 
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3. The Combination of Filial Piety Culture and Buddhism 

Buddhism is prevalent in Sichuan area, and Buddhism culture in Mount Emei has a pivotal 
position in Chinese Buddhism. Leshan giant Buddha is also famous in China. Buddhist temples 
can be seen everywhere in Sichuan, which is the result of the development of Buddhism in 
ancient China. When Buddhism was first introduced into China, filial piety was not an important 
part of its thought. The culture of filial piety was used to prise people doing good and punish 
those doing bad in Buddhist culture, which is the result of the sinicization of Buddhism in 
China.Buddhism in Sichuan can be divided into two categories: Chinese Buddhism and Tibetan 
Buddhism. And it is Chinese Buddhism that merges with the culture of filial piety. In the 
development of Chinese Buddhism in Sichuan, it integrates with Confucianism and Taoism to 
form its own characteristic. The Confucian concept of filial piety is integrated with the classics 
thought of promoting benevolence and punishing evils in Chinese Buddhism, which encourages 
people to do good deeds by means of karma. For example, “filial piety comes first”, the classic 
teaching of filial piety of Confucianism can be seen in the Buddhist sutras of filial piety. For 
instance, the sutra of repaying parents in Dazu grottoes presents the content of encouraging 
people to be filial in the form of stone carving comic strips, which gives a silent transforming 
influence to those unlettered ordinary people so as to achieve the purpose of persuasion. It is 
the characteristics of popularization of filial piety culture in Sichuan area. 

4. The Diversity of Filial Piety Culture 

The filial piety culture in Sichuan region is also influenced by immigration and ethnic minority 
entering. In ancient Chinese history, there were several records of large-scale immigrants from 
other provinces, which resulted in the diversified characteristics of filial piety culture in 
Sichuan. After the unification in Qin dynasty, the policy of moving ten thousand people from 
Qin area to Sichuan region was implemented, and those immigrants brought the culture and 
technology of central plain into Sichuan area.Since then, there had been continuous immigrants 
from other places to Sichuan region in ancient China, most of them from the north. The special 
geographical advantage made it a sanctuary for people from central place to escape wars. At 
the end of Song dynasty, because of the continuing military harassment from the north, more 
than two millions people moved to Sichuan, who brought a lot of manpower, wealth, and 
advanced culture of the central plains. At the late Ming and the early Qing dynasties, a large 
number of immigrants from Gansu and other northern regions, southeastern coastal provinces, 
and the middle and lower area of the Yangtze river entered into Sichuan. The number of 
immigrants from Hunan, Hubei, Huangdong and Guangxi province reached 1.7 million, which 
was the famous event of “filling Sichuan by moving population of Hunan and Guangxi province”. 
In addition, Sichuan is one region with different nations, with 14 major ethnic minorities except 
Han. There are a large number of Zang, Qiang and Yi people in Aba Tibetan and Qiang people 
autonomous prefecture, Liangshan Yi people autonomous prefecture and Ganzi Tibetan 
autonomous prefecture. The invasion of Yuan troops to the south and Qing troops to Sichuan 
brought Mongolian, Manchu, Hui people and other ethnic minorities into Sichuan , which 
resulted into the diverse and complex characteristics of filial piety culture in Sichuan region. [9] 

5. Conclusion 

The connotation of traditional Chinese filial piety culture varied from time to time.Meanwhile, 
due to the vast territory of China, the connotation of filial piety culture in different periods 
varied, too. The traditional culture of filial piety in China developed from  “meeting parents’ 
material request” to “ treating parents kindly” in Confucianism, and then to “abandoning all 
theories and only respecting Confucianism” by emperor Wudi in Han dynasty. The policy of 
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combining politics and religion into one raised the political status of “filial piety”.The rulers of 
the Qing dynasty inherited the political system of the Ming dynasty, which consolidated the 
status of “filial piety” in Qing dynasty. However, the introduction of overseas culture, and the 
social instability in late Qing dynasty changed the connotation of filial piety culture greatly, 
which made the filial piety culture with the characteristics of extreme, popularity, 
diversification. On the one hand, filial piety ranks top in social hierarchy, even higher than that 
of loyalty, that is why there are a large number filial sons and women in Sichuan region in late 
Qing dynasty. On the other hand, due to prevalence of Buddhism in ancient Sichuan region, the 
classics of Buddhism showed then tendency of localization by combining with the filial piety 
culture of Confucianism; meanwhile, in order to promote the popularity of Buddhism, the 
classics of Buddhism in Sichuan area also presents the tendency of popularization; Furthermore, 
the filial piety culture in Sichuan is also characterized by diversification due to immigration and 
numerous ethnic minorities. 

6. Note 

(1) Li Mi lived in the transition between the Shuhan dynasty and western Jin dynasty, and 
resigned his official position temporarily in order to go back to support his grandmother after 
writing “Chen Qing Biao”. Because it was the time that the rulers of the western Jin dynasty 
asked him to work for government. However, Li Mi proposed to resign and return home, which 
would inevitably make the rulers of the western Jin though that it was his way to show loyalty 
to Shuhan. But his masterpiece “Chen Qing Biao” deeply touched anyone who read it, which 
gave this work the reputation that “one must be unfilial if he did not cry when read ‘Chen Qing 
Biao’”. This work made Li Mi escape from persecution of western Jin government. It showed the 
importance of filial piety not only for the ruling class but also for ordinary citizens. 
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