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Abstract 

English Enlightenment is always a hot topic in China, numerous parents tried numerous 
ways to give their children the best way in their mind to enlighten English language 
before primary schools hoping their children can become good English language learner 
and never lose from the starting line. Indeed, there are numerous ways to carry out 
English enlightenment, among which, picture books read-aloud have been done a lot of 
researches in the English-speaking countries and proved to be the most effective one and 
was highly recommended. However, in China, it seems less popular and quite few 
parents do so at home. To explore this phenomenon, the author designed a 
questionnaire to look into Chinese parents ‘concepts about English enlightenment and 
the ways they apply to enlighten their kids with English language. Most importantly, the 
author explores the reasons why the Chinese parents do not read-aloud strategy to read 
English picture books to their children in Mianyang City, Sichuan province, among those 
parents in Scientific city primary schools and try to propose some countermeasures to 
help solve such problems in order to apply English enlightenments in a fun and effective 
way in EFL settings. 
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1. Background and Context of the Study 

In China, Students are required to study English from primary school until college time and 
numerous English examinations would be taken during 14years of learning, if some of the 
students plan to aboard to study, more English proficiency test would be taken. In that case, 
nearly all the families in China know the importance of English language and hope their kids 
win at the starting points. Thus, lots of English Training centers are founded and welcomed 
toddlers to study English. Besides numerous APPs are invented to share the market. Even in 
some of the public pre-schools, English courses are provided. However, in such a prosperous 
English craze situation, the Chinese Education Ministry released a policy which forbade any 
forms of teaching activities, including the subject of English, Math, Chinese, in all the 
kindergartens in China[14]in the year of 2018. According to the policy, the pre-schools should 
not teach any knowledge or leave any home assignment to kids. The purpose of this policy is to 
ensure those kids under 6 a happy life in kindergartens to promote their overall mental and 
physical healthy development based on “Learning & Development Guide for 3-6-year-Old Kid 
“which has been published in the year of 2012. Suddenly, parents become more anxious, more 
parents send their children to English training centers at all cost or require their children to 
study English on different APPs. From this phenomenon, it is apparent, parents know the 
importance of English or English enlightenment. But, are those really the best or most effective 
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method to learn English? Let’s do a calculation. If they send their kids to English training center 
to study English, one time one week, or two times per week. The students only exposed to 
English at most 3 hours per week. This is only the quality, not mention the teaching and learning 
quantity. 

Interestingly, besides school time, kids have plenty of time at home, but according to a research 
by Jim Trelease[10]the children spent about 900 hours in the school whilst 7800 hours at home 
per year, at the same time, language learning or acquisition is time consuming and a process of 
accumulation, compared with school time, parents  appears to be more important in language 
enlightenment. However, the reality is nearly all the parents only speak Chinese to their kids at 
home because China’s official language is mandarin Chinese, seldom English is spoken in our 
daily life. Under this circumstance, based on the Input Hypothesis proposed by Krashen, English 
enlightenment seems very crucial for future English learning from early on. here comes the 
problem: Most of the parents know English enlightenment is important but they do not know 
when why and how to exert English enlightenment. They rely on pre-schools or training centers 
or APPs too much. But with the prohibition of English teaching in kindergarten, the only way 
they can choose is the English language training centers or APPs. Anyway, through this way, the 
English exposure time is too short for the language learner to learn a language systematically. 
Thus, here comes the question, what could those parents do to ensure the effectiveness of 
English enlightenment besides sending children out or study online? Do they know parent-child 
English picture book read –aloud strategy? If they know, do they carry this parent-child activity 
at home? If they don't carry out English picture book read aloud, what are the reasons for that? 
With such questions, the author designed a questionnaire to explore into such matters. 

2. Literature Review 

Read aloud, as Dorothy [5] stated, can be integrate into whole-language program in which 
children learn to reflect on literature by listening and responding to it. Whole Language 
Approach is a type of reading instruction that emphasizes natural meaning and contexts in 
which reading, and literacy takes place. Whole language advocates argue that children 
immersed in personally meaningful literacy activities will figure out for themselves how to read 
and spell. They encourage children to use context clues to guess at unknown words[16]. 
According to Dorothy, listening involves the reception and processing of incoming data. To 
listen is not just to hear, it is the active construction of meaning from all the signals, verbal or 
nonverbal a speaker is sending. When people read, they do not simply “get” the message that 
an author wants to communicate, rather, they reflect on an author’s words and generate ideas 
and feelings in response[5]. In this sense, listening is closely akin to reading. Reading, listening 
and reflecting are closely related. From this perspective, read-aloud strategy fits for whole 
language approach well, both emphasize the meaning get from the context no matter it is 
reading or listening. Or, in other words, it is can be said that read aloud is one of the strategies 
which can be applied in whole language approach because they possess the same purpose and 
the same belief. Dorothy also clarified that during the read-aloud process, both listeners and 
readers sees meaning residing both in a text and in the listener or reader who interact with 
it[5]. Tompkin[21] found that, in shared reading context, students can learn about print 
concepts that will support their early reading efforts and read aloud builds vocabulary and 
background knowledge and exposes students to language that may differ  significantly from 
their everyday speech. Very interestingly, Linda presented her findings from a longitudinal 
study of reading comprehension development that, there is a negative relation between the 
amount of time kindergarten teachers spent reading to their students and the students’ reading 
achievement. Moreover, the amount of time first grade teachers spent reading to their students 
was unrelated to the reading achievement of their students[12]. Linda’s conclusion just is 
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coincident with Jim Trelease’s claim that, students spend more time outside school than inside 
school, thus, parents-child read aloud is much more important and have more positive effect on 
children’s language development. Linda [13] did a research on motivating students reading 
through read-aloud and home-school reading and found out read-aloud and follow up activities 
should play a major role in the literacy development of students through school year. She also 
found out the recreational reading program in home-school also have positive effect on reading 
and reading attitudes of students. Here, in her research, she also confirmed the importance of 
reading outside school time. Caroline, in her book, claimed that parents influence determines 
whether their children success in school and no schoolteacher has the power that parents must 
ensure academic success. The power is to give the baby the gift of words. She said, what 
determines future academic success is the amount of words per hour babies hear before age of 
two[3]. This statement just proves the critical period hypothesis proposed by Krashen. Caroline 
believed words are the basis of literacy, the ability to read and write. Listening to, comprehend 
and speaking are the skills form the building blocks of literacy and those blocks are acquired 
naturally in the first year of life if parents set aside the time every day to read and talk to baby 
to make them absorbing language. Just as Jim Trelase[10] said, if the child has never heard the 
word, the child will never say the word, and if you have neither heard it nor said it, it’s pretty 
tough to read it and to write it. This statement is corroborated with Krashen’s Input Hypothesis 
which claimed that the way humans acquire language is by understanding messages or by 
receiving comprehensible input. Caroline also considers reading aloud brings attachment, 
intimacy and harmony between parent and baby and highlights the crucial role, parents take in 
laying the building blocks that form the literacy foundation. Also , in her book , she confirmed 
the benefits of read-aloud as follows: read aloud promotes listening skills, increasing  listening 
vocabularies, developing attention span and memory, knowing uncommon words, 
understanding word meanings, knowing the concepts of print words, learning to get 
information from illustrations, stimulating imagination and all the senses and finally instill the 
love of books and learning. Rebecca[18] studied the effect of parent-led read aloud of nonfiction 
books on first graders’ vocabulary acquisition and motivation and found positive correlation 
between parents-led read aloud and the vocabulary acquisition and motivations.  

Of course, besides above benefits of parent-child read aloud. The materials for reading aloud 
also being studied. Picture books are the priorities for parent-child read aloud.  As 
Stewig[20]defined, picture books are books in which illustrations comprise a fundamental part 
of a story. Generally speaking, picture books are divided into two groups, one is fiction and the 
other is non-fiction which may introduce some background information, histories or scientific 
principles and so on. Lester L. Laminack & Reba M Wadsworth [11] held the opinion that many 
well-written and tightly focused books are available to help layer children’s understanding of 
most any topic in the curriculum and read-aloud strategy can be used as a curriculum bridge. 
They consider picture books and read aloud can support the mathematics, science, language 
arts and social studies. Besides, in picture books, picture and words bear the burden of 
narration [8] which means picture books has both sign system to make the meaning clear. And 
the meaning of the story or narration are expressed by images and words together. 
Nodelman[15] once described the relationship of words and images as a synergy where the 
words change the pictures and vice versa. He also said that when the words and images were 
put together, they have an anchoring effect by which the picture anchor the words[15] which 
means, picture helps to clarify the meanings, thus it is easy for children to understand avoiding 
misunderstanding .With the aid of the pictures, the children even can understand the irony 
when the words did not say as much as the picture showed[1]. At the same time, Pantaleo[17] 
and Sipe[19]both found children’s high level engagement and interpretation of the picture 
books. According to H. Douglas Brown [7], children’s cognitive styles is field-independence 
style, that is why they are more sensitive to picture and can get the meaning out of the pictures. 
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Piaget’s cognitive development stages also can explain this phenomenon. When children are 
from 2-7 years old, they are just at preoperational stage, in which their egocentrism reaches its 
peak, and cannot tell the difference between their own opinions from others. Through playing, 
children understand concrete concepts as well as abstract ones. They cannot think logically yet. 
But they progress in language abilities rapidly with over generalized language. Their perception 
is dominated by symbolic thought. In other words, children at this period are quite sensitive to 
pictures and symbols. In that case, picture books match their cognitive development. Thus, 
picture books is a good instrument good to be used in read-aloud process. 

Furthermore, read-aloud in EFL settings are also proved. Castellanos [4] stated that read aloud 
is a practice and an opportunity that can be used to introduce all the language learners to learn 
a second language while enjoying readings. Jennifer [9] considers read-aloud is a functional and 
significant strategy, which we used to promote English language and its understanding through 
the interaction among the students, the teachers and the text in an EFL setting. The similar 
opinion was stated by Jim Trelease[10] in The Read-Aloud Handbook that Read aloud to all the 
students, ESL or native born, beginning as early in their lives as possible and continuing through 
the grades will expose them to a rich, organized, and interesting language model as an 
alternative to the tongue-tied language of their peers. That means, EFL read aloud also fits for 
EFL language learners and, the read aloud should be carried on as early as possible.  

Having reviewed the above publications and studies related to read-aloud, picture books and 
parent-child reading, it is evident that parent-child read aloud strategy is effective, and 
applicable in EFL settings to help the toddlers to learn English and to help to create a artificial 
language environment for them. As Jim [10]explained that as you read to a child, you were 
pouring into a child’s brain all the sound, syllables, endings and blending that will make up the 
words he or she will someday be asked to read and understand. And through stories, you are 
filling in the background- like war or whales or locomotives. Since this is a study which takes 
Chinese parents and students as the study subjects, the author has searched for CNKI, the best 
database online, the author did not find out any related surveys or studies in this field. This is 
also the importance of analyzing the reasons behind why parent-child English picture book 
read-aloud is not as popular in China. 

3. The Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study in to investigate the parents’ attitude and knowledge towards current 
status of child English enlightenment. This study aims to  

(1) explore of the misconceptions of English enlightenment from Chinese parents 

(2) explore the reasons behind of why English book read aloud is not popular among parents 

(3) propose the countermeasure to promote parents-child read aloud activities. 

4. Methodology 

In studying the Parent-child read-aloud of English books at home, a survey research is 
employed to collect the quantitative data. According to [6], Survey research is a quantitative 
research method which aims to collect self-report data from individuals, and the typical 
instrument used for this purpose is the written questionnaire. SO, this study will employ self-
designed questionnaire to collect data and all the raw data will be grouped and analyzed by 
SPSS 25.0. 

5. Subject 

The subjects of this study are parents whose children are under the age of 8 and studies in 
Sichuan Scientific Primary Schools. There are altogether 128 parents took part in the survey. 
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6. Data Analysis 

There are all 128 parents took part in the questionnaire and all the data collected will be dealt 
with SPSS25.0 in order to analyze the current situations of pre-school English enlightenment 
and the parent-child read aloud situation. 

7. Findings 

The parents who are take part in this survey are the parents for primary school students whose 
kids are already more than 7 years old. According to the survey, the author found the following 
amazing facts that more than82% of the parents have not read aloud to their kids for more than 
half an year during the past several years although more than94.5% of the parents consider it 
is very crucial to enlighten English from a very young age. However, more than 50% of the 
parents considered the best way to carry out English enlightenment is to read English picture 
books and to watch English cartoons. Most of the parents, consider, the key to success of English 
language learning is to build vocabularies. See Tab1&Fig 1-4. 

Besides, the statistics show that even before age of 7, 57% of the children did not receive 
authentic English language input for a long term.  As for the reasons why, parents did not read 
books aloud to their children, 32.8%of the parents consider Chinese is more important than 
English and it is better for the children to learn Chinese good first then English. That means they 
do not think English learning should be started early. Only 0.8% of them consider it is useless 
to learn English. 24.2% considered that since our children are Chinese, if I read English picture 
book to them, how could they understand? If they could not understand, why should I read 
aloud to them? 17.2% of the parents stated that they do not know where to buy English picture 
books, that is why they do not read to them. 13.3% of the parents attribute the reasons to the 
lack of interests of their children.39.1% of the parents attribute the reasons to the lack of time 
to read to their children. 37.5%of the parents said they did not know English, how could they 
read? 25.8% of the parents considered they have other enlightenment methods rather than 
read aloud by themselves, why should I read to them? Anyway, 44.5% of the parents are not 
satisfied with their children’s English proficiency and 17.2% of them even do not know what 
their children’s English proficiency, which means they do not care. See Tab1&Fig 5-7. 

 

 
Figure 1. Data of parent-child read aloud activity which last more than 6 months 
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Table 1. 

Variable n % 

Parent-Child read aloud activities last for more than 6months?   

NO 105 82.0 

YES 23 18.0 

Parents’ attitude towards English enlightenment   

Needed 121 94.5 

No need 7 5.5 

Best way to enlighten English language   

Take an English training class or interest class 53 41.4 

Parent-child English picture book reading 84 65.6 

Watch English cartoons 86 67.2 

English activity class in kindergarten 53 41.4 

Various APPs online 19 14.8 

Key to English Success   

Vocabulary 48 37.5 

Spelling 34 26.6 

Grammar 5 3.9 

Volume of books read 41 32.0 

Long-term English listening input before age 7? 

No 

Yes 

Reasons for not reading to children before 7 

Chinese priority 

Useless of English 

Children can't understand 

I don't read English 

Nowhere to buy English books 

Children are not interested 

No time 

Other enlightenment methods 

Satisfaction with children’s English?  

Yes 

No 

I do not know 
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Figure 2. Data of parents attitude towards English enlightenment 

 

 
Figure 3. Data of parents’ attitude towards different types of English enlightenment 

 

 
Figure 4. Date of parents’ attitude towards the key to future English learning success  
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Figure 5. Long-term English listening input before age of 7 

 

 
Figure 6. Reasons for not reading to children before age of 7 

 

 
Figure 7. Satisfaction about children’s English proficiency 
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8. Discussion 

It is astonishing to find out that 82% of the parents do not read aloud to their children for more 
than 6 months in the past 7 years. Because 32.8% of the parents consider we are in China, and 
Chinese is the first language which should be study first. Only their children study Chinese well, 
then English. What a misconception it is. Jim Trelease once asked, when did you start talk to 
your child? Did you wait for her until six months old? Ans what language did your child speak 
the day when she or he was born? Parents started to talk to their children when they were born, 
and their children did not speak any specific language at all! Why didn’t they worry about their 
children could not understand? Actually, while you are speaking, The main point is, what 
language your child speaks depends on your language input. While doing read-aloud, three 
important things happen painlessly and simultaneously. The first is the happy connection is 
being made between child and book. The second, both the parents and children can learn 
something from the books. The last but not the least is through read aloud, the adult is pouring 
sounds and syllables called words into children’s ears to expand children’s listening vocabulary. 
[10] With abundant input in the critical period, children can learn a foreign language or second 
language much easier. According to Bill VanPatten & Jessica Williams[2], in the book of 
“ Theories in Second Language Acquisition”, critical period hypothesis is a testable hypothesis  
which is also can be considered as a theory in neurolinguistics that states at the early age the 
brain begins to specialize: specific brain functions become increasingly associate with specific 
areas of the brain. The direct consequence of this theory is the ability to attain the native-like 
proficiency in a language is related to the initial age of exposure. If language learning begins 
after a certain age, the learners will never reach a level of proficiency or competence 
comparable to a native speaker. A coary to this hypothesis is that language learning ability 
declines with age after this point. However, the “age” remains to be controversial. If, the parents 
wait until one day they think their kids Chinese are good enough to learn English, may be critical 
period is gone forever. However, Chinese and English is not a paradox, why should they wait 
until Chinese is learned well? How to judge their kids’ Chinese is good enough to learn English?  

The second reason to parents’ concerns is that they are afraid their children could not 
understand English picture books read-aloud. Nearly 24% of them held this opinion. This is also 
a misconception. As stated above, when you talk to your new baby, why don’t you think he or 
she could not understand what you were talking? According to Caroline [3], read aloud can 
promote children’s listening skills and expand vocabularies. Only with listening input, the 
learners can learn correct word order in the language. By listening attentively, he can easily 
absorb thousands of vocabularies and eventually understand the meaning. H. Douglas Brown[7] 
a field independent style enables people to distinguish parts from a whole, to concentrate on 
something( like reading a book in a noisy train station), to analyze separate variables without 
the contamination of neighboring variables. Too much field-independence can lead people to 
see the leaves without the forest, while the field dependent style has positive effect that 
someone can perceive the whole picture, the large view, the general configuration of a problem 
or idea. Well here comes the question, how can this cognitive style affect second language 
learning? There are two hypotheses related to SLA. The first one is that field independence is 
closely related to classroom learning that involves analysis, attention to details, and mastering 
of exercises, drills and other focused activities. Which the opposite hypothesis is the field 
dependent person will be successful in learning the communicative aspects of a second 
language. Although the two hypothesis looks totally contradictory, both are very valuable and 
important. The two hypotheses deal with two separately teaching methods, one is “natural 
learning” another is “classroom studying. Obviously, field-dependent learners tend to study in 
the classroom and field-independent learners prefer the natural approach. Here is the point. 
According to the researches, field-dependence is proved to be a valuable tool for child to learn 
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a second language and child, more predominantly field dependent learners. That is to say that 
the children have a cognitive style over field-independent adults in SLA, because children tend 
to utilize strategies of acquisition to acquire language skills subconscious. Moreover, thanks to 
children’s field-dependence, they are good at understand the language through context, 
pictures or the surroundings, which can explain why children can understand the read aloud 
picture books without translation. From Piaget, the cognitive development falls into four stages 
respectively: sensory motor stage, preoperational stage, concrete operational stage and formal 
operation stage, it is obvious that before age seven, their cognitive abilities focus on symbolic 
thought which means they are sensitive to pictures and symbols(Mariano Williams, 2000). 
They have amazing understanding of the pictures. The pictures can effectively guide the 
students to intuitively understand the text. This also is in accordance with their field-dependent 
cognitive style which support the idea of reading English picture books. In such case, there is 
no need to worry about the comprehension of reading aloud picture books. 

The most common reason is that the parents say “I do not read English, how could I read to 
him?” Yes of course, this is a big problem for most of the parents in China. Since the official 
language is Chinese, people do not use English in daily life and do read any English books or 
magazines except for special purpose. Most the parents learned English in school just for 
passing examinations not for daily use. Picture books although, designed for children, but, 
indeed also contains vocabularies beyond daily conversations and some requires cross cultural 
understanding. Not all the parents graduate from college or well educated. That is why, not 
quite a few parents knows English and are able to read English books to children. Even, some 
of the parents speaks English, they may not have the awareness of reading to their kids in 
English. According to Trelease [10], if you have CD player, and the book, technology help to save 
the day. With CD or audio, parents also can sit together with children, read and learn English 
picture books together. By doing so, both of you learned English and other knowledge from the 
book, family bond is strengthened. Moreover, authentic English reading infused into your ears 
and children’s ears laying the basis for your listening vocabularies which is critical for future 
reading and writing.  

The statistics show that 13.3% of the parents said their children are not interested in reading 
English books. Here is something to be clarified. Is it too boring for you to just read the words 
in the book? Or you picked the book far beyond children’s understanding? Or you picked the 
book which is not to their taste. Interests can be fostered, and parents should locate the reasons 
and provide variety of books for children to select and try to illustrate the story vividly. While 
reading, do keep the environment quiet and comfortable without any disturbance. Try some 
reading activities or apply some reading skills to arise their curiosities and grab their attention. 

The most serious situation based on the statistics is that parents claimed that they have no time. 
This is quite a good excuse of not reading to their kids and send their kids to APPs or TVs or 
English training centers. Trelease[10] once claimed that educational software either over 
promise or lie about their products. Actually this is also true about Apps, let aside the harm 
towards eyesight, the fast shift of the electronic version leave students less time to think to 
understand which may diminish their achievement, undercut thinking and creativity, impedes 
understanding. Also, TV is also hurting them not helping them[10]. English training center, yes, 
indeed can help to do some English teaching or enlightenment. But, how often do you send your 
children to? Once a week or twice a week, if you send your children to training center for twice 
a week, one hour per time, 8 hours per week that your kids are exposed in English. That is far 
from being enough. If you send them to training center every day, that means you have got time 
to read aloud too. Read-aloud every day, for 40-60 minutes is not a heavy burden for parents. 
If you cannot read, just as described in the last paragraph, why not study together with students 
opening the book, reading the pictures and listening to the audio. Caroline [3] said that Tv and 
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radios cannot teach them English vocabulary and the American Academy of Pediatrics is quite 
specific in their recommendation that children under two should not watch TV. 

The last excuse is that they have other ways of English enlightenment, so they do not read aloud. 
Read-aloud authentic English picture book is the best way to enlighten children with English. 
According to Caroline[3], it can promote listening skills, expand vocabularies, especially 
listening vocabularies which are the base for future reading and writing. Caroline also stated a 
research result which demonstrates the significance of parents ‘role in providing the quality 
and quantity of language necessary for the children’s academic success. That means, no matter 
what kind of enlightenment you are carrying out, the participation of parents, would be very 
important. Read aloud is a very good way to bond children and parents while enlightening 
English. Besides, read aloud also develop attention span and memory, to help children learn 
uncommon words. Even baby books according to the study, have 16.3% rare words per 
thousand, compared with 9.3 rare words per thousand when adult speak to child[3]. So, read 
aloud is a good way to acquire common words together with rare words. Hayes-Ahrens study, 
which is cited in Caroline’s book, stated that, there are 5000 words in our daily conversations, 
and there are another 5000 words are less common. Those 10000 words are so called 
commonly used words. Beyond the10000 words, can be called rare words, which also can be 
found in baby’s book. At the same time, read-aloud activity also helps children to lean meaning 
of the words. How well children understand what is read aloud and spoken to them determines 
how well they will learn to read and comprehend what they read. Caroline [3] also insists that 
the only way babies and toddlers can learn and understand vocabulary is to hear words directly 
from a person who is talking to them.  

As for other excuses, such as do not where to buy books, that is not a problem because there 
are loads of books in the library or online libraries. If parents know the importance of parent-
child read-aloud strategy, if they are willing to do so, any difficulties would be conquered. No 
excuse can become a hinder for parent-children read aloud. 

9. Implications 

Those findings on parents- children are really disappointing that before school year, English 
enlightenment through read-aloud are not as popular as expected. Education starts from family, 
especially language development, since no English class are allowed in pre-schools, teachers in 
pre-schools can provide English picture books read-aloud to their students while guide and 
teach parents to do read-aloud job at home. First, the pre-schools can provide a list of good 
English books to the parents. Second parents can be provided with English book read-aloud 
guidance once a week. Third parents should be told the language development milestones, 
requirements of the curriculums and what to do to help promote children’s language 
development. Only parents know he importance, their role in language development, and what 
they can do in promoting English language development, could they fully devote themselves 
into that. From the above survey, it is obvious that, those misconceptions are caused by lack of 
guidance and the right information. So, education for parents are equally important. 

10. Limitations&Future Study 

This tiny study is far from being perfect and there indeed some limitations. The first limitation 
is that the questionnaire is self-designed without standard scale. The second limitation is the 
sample is not big enough to represent a specific phenomenon. However, this survey also 
comparatively fairly to disclose some of the facts on English enlightenment during school years, 
and provide a deep insight into parents’ role in preschoolers’ English language learning. For 
future study, the author would like to try further investigations by applying scaled 
questionnaire to see whether these findings can be replicated or not. Although the current 
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study provides valuable answers to the questions, based on the findings and limitations, the 
author would like to continue to carry out experiment to show parents role in English 
enlightenment by applying read-aloud strategy in the very near future. 

11. Conclusions 

The results of the survey showed the current situation of parents’ role in English enlightenment 
in EFL settings, and the reasons for the poor participation of parents. Based on the reasons, the 
author proposed some counter measures to help solve such problems. Although this is a survey 
among a certain group of parents, it may also represent one kind of popular phenomenon. 
Parents decides their children’s future academic achievement from language development on. 
This study, in some degree provide a hint to go further study the most effective and harmless 
way towards English enlightenment in EFL settings with parent’s participation, also, this stuy 
provides policy makers to focus their attentions on preschooler’s English enlightenment which 
decide the future English study outcomes. At last, there should be some policies to ensure 
parents are trained for family education to ensure read-aloud being carried not only in 
classroom but also at home. 
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