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Abstract 

Zhao Shimin was born in the early Northern Song Dynasty, which promoted culture and 
emphasized Confucianism. He was knowledgeable and ambitious. He has lectured for 
more than ten years and is highly regarded by emperor Ren of the Song Dynasty. He was 
diligent in political affairs, benevolent and loved the people, and was loved by the people. 
Zhao Shimin's manners were solemn and silent, but his poems were fresh and full of 
spirituality, and were highly praised by Ouyang Xiu. Zhao Shimin also participated in the 
compilation of "New Tang Book" and made his own contribution to this history book. 
Zhao Shimin was deeply influenced by Confucian culture, and he was well-known for 
later generations with his own moral knowledge. 
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1. Introduction 

Zhao Shimin, whose name is Zhou Han, was born in Linzi, Shandong Province, and lived 
approximately during the reigns of emperor Zhen of the Song Dynasty (998-1022) and emperor 
Ren of the Song Dynasty (1023-1063). Zhao Shimin lost his father when he was young, and was 
able to write articles at the age of nine. In 1031, he was admitted as a Jinshi. Zhao Shimin was 
well-known for his knowledge. At that time, the writer Wang Yaochen praised him for "broad 
access to the present and the ancient", and the famous scholar Sun Shi thought that his 
knowledge was not comparable to him. Xia Song, who is famous for his literature, puts great 
emphasis on Zhao Shimin, praising him as a " the virtuous gentleman." This comprehensive 
summary of "Song History", "Linzi County Chronicles", "Sheng Shui Yan Tan Lu" and other 
documents, the main achievements of Zhao Shimin's life are summarized as follows. 

2. Concentrate on Confucian Classics, Be the Emperor Teacher 

Zhao Shimin was born in the early Northern Song Dynasty, which promoted culture and 
emphasized Confucianism. He was eager to learn since he was a child, specializing in reading, 
and in the end he also won the reputation before and after his life. Zhao Shimin started as an 
official from Yanzhou and entered the imperial court from a local official. He lectured for more 
than ten years. He not only enjoyed the honor of the emperor's teacher, but also was highly 
regarded by emperor Ren of the Song Dynasty. 

Zhao Shimin inherited the tradition of lecturing and quoting the history and discussing politics 
since Xing Bing, and often connected with real politics in the process of teaching and reading 
the history of the emperor, and guided and satirized the emperor. For example, from the fourth 
year (1044) to the sixth year (1046) of Qingli, Zeng Gongliang, Zhao Shimin, Yang Anguo and 
others taught the "Book of Songs" for emperor Ren of the Song Dynasty. It is recognized that 
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Zhao Shimin can best contact current affairs and give play to the allegorical tradition of "Book 
of Songs". Zhao Shimin once explained to emperor Ren of the Song Dynasty the meaning of "like 
a spring flow" in the "Book of Songs", saying that "water just flows out, just like a government 
order has been implemented. If water flows downstream, it will be smooth, and if it is 
unobstructed, it will be clean; upstream flow will block, and blockage will make it muddy. This 
is completely consistent with the principle of employing people for politics. The appointing of 
sages and the mastery of government orders will lead to peace in the world; the use of evil 
people and congestion of government orders will lead to ruin in the world. Because of the loss 
of morality and justice, King You of Zhou appointed treacherous villains, demoted the righteous 
gentlemen, and the righteous could’t overcome the evil. Even with the assistance of a gentleman, 
he could’t govern the country well, and even a gentleman might be affected by the villain and 
became a bad person. "Emperor Ren of the Song Dynasty asked: "How can water be compared 
to a government order?" Zhao Shimin replied: "Water goes down and can nourish everything, 
so it is compared to a government order. This analogy is the most meaningful." Only from this 
example, Zhao Shimin was explaining Confucian classics often used topics, connected with 
reality, persuaded the monarch, and alluded to political affairs. 

Zhao Shimin has lectured for more than ten years and is highly regarded by emperor Ren of the 
Song Dynasty. One year in the midsummer when he stayed at home due to illness, emperor Ren 
of the Song Dynasty wrote the word "peace" on the fan and rewarded him, expressing his 
condolences and praise. 

Although Zhao Shimin devoted himself to the study of Confucian classics and devoted himself 
to reading, he was not a ruthless scholar, but was very concerned about the country. When Xixia 
Yuanhao rebelled, the court's normal lectures were stopped. Zhao Shimin stated to the emperor 
fifteen major issues related to the national economy and the people’s livelihood: the first is to 
consult the prime minister, the second is to appoint a general, the third is to choose servants, 
the fourth is to choose a governor, the fifth is to govern the army, the sixth is to repair border 
defense, and the seventh is to ask for advice. The eighth is to extend lectures, the ninth is to 
reform the system of electing talents, the tenth is to make the country’s political affairs long-
lasting, the eleventh is to use money carefully, the twelfth is not to abandon the elderly, and the 
thirteenth is to allow upward suggestions. Fourteen is to remove taboos, and fifteen is to 
carefully issue orders. Zhao Shimin also presented "Admonitions of Persuasion", and the 
lectures proceeded normally the following spring.  

Zhao Shimin's heart was very upset, because he saw that in the war with Yuanhao, the Song 
Dynasty hoped to surrender Yuanhao because of war exhaustion. He once went to the court and 
requested to serve in relevant departments in order to better serve the country. This shows 
Zhao Shimin's loyalty to the emperor and the country. 

3. Diligent in Governing Officials and Exercising Benevolent Governance 

Zhao Shimin was once the prefect of Yaozhou. On the day of his appointment, emperor Ren of 
the Song Dynasty personally wrote the poem "The Old Virtue of the Confucian Scholars" to see 
him off. Later, Song Cidao wrote an inscription for him, and wrote "the monument of the old 
virtues of Confucian scholars" on the tombstone. Later generations are honored for this. 

"Song History" stated that Zhao Shimin was "diligently governing officials and exercising 
benevolent governance", which can be confirmed by the following events. In Song Dynasty 
Zheng Ke's "Zhe Yu Gui Jian" Volume 4, "You Guo", there is an article called "Zhao Shimin don't 
ask", to the effect: when Zhao Shimin became Yaozhou Zhizhou, the local people violated the 
ban on the sale of salt and iron. Someone asked for investigation. Zhao Shimin said: "The salt 
and iron ban has blocked the way for the people to profit, and in turn punished them. This is a 
way of framing the people." So he did not ask anyone who violated the salt and iron ban. This 
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incident not only reflected Zhao Shimin's personality characteristics of forgiveness and 
compassion, but more importantly, it showed his noble feelings for the people's livelihood. 

Zhao Shimin once asked the imperial court to exempt Shaanxi from taxes during the severe 
drought, and he discussed the drawbacks brought about by the wine monopoly. These opinions 
all hit the current drawbacks, but they could not be resolved due to emperor Ren of the Song 
Dynasty 's poor health. Zhao Shimin often worried that officials could not uphold their own 
ethics, and wrote "Rectify Official Names" as an exhortation. Although there are not many 
records in the existing literature about Zhao Shimin's governance, only the above few 
documents show his concern for the country and the people. 

4. Deep and Steady, Poetic Thinking Is Particularly Good 

Zhao Shimin is famous for Confucian classics, and he also wrote poems and essays. He is the 
author of 30 volumes of “The Confucian Old Virtue Collection”. Unfortunately, his poems and 
essays are basically lost. This also affects the comprehensive understanding and objective 
evaluation of Zhao Shimin's literary achievements .  

Zhao Shimin’s poems had a great influence at the time. Ouyang Xiu’s "Liuyi Shihua" first 
highlighted Zhao Shimin’s academic status: "The time is highly regarded as a mellow Confucian 
master." He also talked about his personality characteristics: "He was a man of taciturn and 
talked with a group of people. Living together seemed to be unable to speak." Generally 
speaking, it is quite normal for the style of writing to resemble the personality of a person, but 
to Zhao Shimin, it seems that his personality does not match the style of poetry: his demeanor 
was dignified and reticent, while his poems were fresh and full of spirituality, surpassing 
previous poems. , Ouyang Xiu said, "Besides the article, poetry and thinking are especially fine." 
Ouyang Xiu specifically pointed out that some of his poems surpassed the predecessors and had 
a great influence on future generations. Huang Tingjian's poems were influenced by Zhao 
Shimin.  

"Complete Song Wen" contains only five surviving works by Zhao Shimin-"Discussing Political 
Affairs", "Discussing the Empress’s Name Should Not Be the Same as the First Emperor’s Name", 
"Exploring the Solar Eclipse", "Recording the Creation of Hanren Well" and "Persuade Proverbs. 
The epitaph of Li Qi in the Northern Song Dynasty unearthed in the Beishan area of Yunmen 
Mountain, Qingzhou City, Shandong Province in the spring of 2008 was also from Zhao Shimin 
and is the sixth surviving article that Zhao Shimin has seen so far. 

In addition, although Zhao Shimin’s "Sensitive Dog Records" has long been lost, it is possible to 
understand the origins of the matter from "Mian Shui Yan Tan Lu": in the later Jin Dynasty, Yang 
Guangyuan rebelled, the court sent troops to suppress it, and the rebels stayed behind closed 
doors. There are dozens of Sun's family in the city. Because the city has been closed for a long 
time, they are isolated from the inside and outside, facing food shortage, and the whole family 
is sad. They had food stocks outside the city, so they asked their dogs to fetch them. They 
actually relied on their dogs to fetch food. After several months, the whole family was saved. 
After the city gate was opened, the family was deeply impressed by the dog. A few years later, 
the dog died and was buried in the south of the villa. Later, the grandson of this family, Peng 
Nian, told the matter to Zhao Shimin, a scholar of Longtu. Zhao Shimin was surprised when he 
heard the case. He inscribed the stone by himself, expressing his tomb as "Sensitive Dog 
Records". Its tomb is in Xixin Village, Donggao Town, Shouzhou City, Shandong Province. 
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5. Participate in the "Book of the Tang", the Name Is Written Down in 
History 

Emperor Ren of the Song Dynasty organized a group of officials to compile the "New Tang Book", 
one of the "Twenty-Four History". The compilation of the book began in the fifth year of Qingli 
(1045) and became the fifth year of Jiayou (1060). Together with the "Old Tang Book", it became 
the most important material for us to understand the history of the Tang Dynasty. Although 
"The Book of the New Tang Dynasty" was signed by Ouyang Xiu and Song Qi, it was actually the 
crystallization of the collective labor of more than a dozen ministers. Zhao Shimin also made 
his own contribution to the compilation of "The Book of the New Tang Dynasty". 

In May of the fifth year of Qingli, emperor Ren of the Song Dynasty ordered Song Qi, Wang 
Yaochen, Zhang Fangping, and Yu Jing to be the officials who edited the "New Tang Book". In 
May of the same year, Fan Zhen and Zeng Gongliang, Zhao Shimin, He Zhongli, Song Minqiu, and 
Shao Bi were also ordered to compile and edit "Book of Tang", and the bookstore of "New Tang 
Book" was formally established. In the first year of Huangyou (1049), Song Qi was appointed as 
the editor of the journal. At that time, the editors were Wang Chou, Fan Zhen, Lv Xiaqing, and 
Song Cidao. In August of the first year of Heyuan (1054), Ouyang Xiu was also appointed as a 
journalist. Later, Liu Xisuo and Mei Shengyu were added as editors. Five years in Jiayou, the 17-
year "New Tang Book" was finally completed. Although we cannot define Zhao Shimin's specific 
contribution to "New Tang Shu", there is no doubt that he was the first important member to 
participate in this work. 

Zhao Shimin got married at the age of 44, and has not been a concubine for life. His son Yanruo 
was the editor and repairer of national history in the second year of Yuanfeng of emperor Shen 
of the Song Dynasty (1079), and wrote "Notes on Daily Life". In the sixth year of Yuanyou of 
emperor Zhe of the Song Dynasty (1091), he worshipped the Hanlin bachelor, and Shao Sheng 
(1094-1098) was demoted to Lizhou in the early years and died. 

Shandong is the birthplace of Confucian culture. Respect for Confucianism and good manners 
have always been the cultural traditions of Qilu area. It is in this cultural atmosphere that a 
generation of Confucian scholars like Zhao Shimin was created. His morality was not only 
famous at the time , and will always be remembered and admired by future generations. 
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