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Abstract 

Cai Guoqiang, who is famous for his art of gunpowder blasting, is one of the most exciting 
contemporary artists in the world, and "gunpowder" is one of the four great inventions 
of ancient China. The long river of human material civilization has given it a rich cultural 
heritage. It studies the design and application of gunpowder materials in Cai Guoqiang's 
firework art, analyzes the path through which it breaks through the uncertainties of 
materials and integrates into artistic creation, and explores the influence of its modern 
artistic expression with Chinese cultural images on the ways of Chinese and Western 
cultural exchanges. Cai Guoqiang's firework art works not only expound the oriental 
culture's thinking on the world's modern art, but also use its "big break" artistic 
expression language to "stand up" on the stage of world contemporary art. 
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1. Introduction to Cai Guoqiang 

Cai Guoqiang was born in a rural village in Quanzhou, Fujian. He lived in Japan from 1986 to 
1995 and has moved to the United States in 1995. His art works involve many forms such as 
easel painting, installation art, sculpture and performance art. Among Cai Guoqiang's many 
works, it is because of his "playing with fire" that makes him famous both at home and abroad. 
He uses "gunpowder" as his unique creative language. The instantaneity and uncontrollability 
of gunpowder blasting and its shocking perception have been fully borrowed by him into his 
artistic creation[1]. Cai Guoqiang used fireworks to ignite the world, breaking the duality of 
Chinese and Western art and culture, and has the power to capture people's hearts through 
works of art. 

Cai Guoqiang grew up in a traditional big family, and his grandmother's ancestors used to make 
gunpowder and guns for a living. For Cai Guoqiang, gunpowder is a subtle existence. During the 
Cultural Revolution, he helped his father burn all the books in the collection. He burned the 
books for three days and three nights. The fire has continued to this day. The destructive and 
destructive flame has never been extinguished in Cai Guoqiang’s heart. Turn it into an export of 
his artistic creation. 

2. The "Break And Build" of Cai Guoqiang's Creative Materials 

About the eighth or nineth century, there was the first book to record the formula of gunpowder 
in our country. The book said that "burning with sulphur, realgar and saltpeter and honey" 
would cause "flame up, burn hands and burn all the houses." "The phenomenon. In the 1980s, 
China was in the period of reform and opening up, and society was undergoing rapid changes. 
Contemporary Western art and culture began to flow into China. Artists began to experiment 
in the fields of poetry, art, and film. They gradually realized the diversified and contemporary 
forms of artistic expression. The importance of independence of artistic concepts. People are 
great because of thinking. Cai Guoqiang went to Dongying, deeply influenced by Japanese 
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contemporary art, and returned to the study of materialism. Based on the observation of life in 
the small town, he tried to use gunpowder to seek the energy of destruction, to innovate the art 
form and liberate himself. "Making gunpowder is like falling in love, loving and afraid, 
sprinkling more pitch black, sprinkling less, and being stingy. I have been wandering around in 
anxiety and contingency. The more you want to control gunpowder, the less you can start. The 
result of creation is always unpredictable, and this is the most interesting part. In my eyes, the 
essence of gunpowder contains the energy of the universe. That is, we and the universe come 
from the explosion at the beginning of chaos"[2]. 

Cai Guoqiang is an artist with a strong personal style and extremely romantic. He has been 
curious about the universe and aliens since he was a child. Even if he grows up as an artist in 
the future, he still retains his childhood fantasies-looking at the earth from the perspective of 
aliens. So he launched the project "Plans for Aliens" with a heart of innocence, which lasted the 
longest and weighed the most for him-the "Ladder" blasting plan. This was a gift from Cai 
Guoqiang to his grandmother, but all three developments ended in failure. He never gave up, 
and he was full of childishness and obsession. The process of creating the "Ladder" is very labor-
intensive. It is laid on the ground with a rope ladder 500 meters long and 5.5 meters wide, made 
of steel wire, aluminum alloy and filled with gunpowder, and a 25-meter diameter made of 
special materials filled with helium In the hot air balloon, a flat boat 64 meters long and 8 
meters wide is set up as a fixed hot air balloon. On the night when the "Ladder" was raised, the 
prepared rope ladder was hung in a hot air balloon and lifted vertically, the lead was ignited, 
and a golden ladder went straight into the clouds of Huiyu Island[3]. Although the launch of this 
"ladder" is only 80 seconds, it has been prepared for 21 years. Amazingly, the ladder was 
successfully ignited on Huiyu Island in Quanzhou, his hometown. After going around the world, 
he finally returned to his hometown. The significance of the ladder is not only the gift of 
grandma, but also the original heart and nostalgia of his art. Cai Guoqiang lived in a 
superstitious feng shui city as a child, and believed in "the invisible power and the world." His 
artistic enlightenment started from here, going around and around, and then starting from his 
subjective inner world. The "fire and light" linking the vast universe demonstrates the Taoist 
thought of "the unity of nature and man", taking its philosophical essence as the core of artistic 
creation, expressing the thinking about the relationship between nature, the universe and 
mankind, and giving people a strong spiritual understanding , Allowing viewers to constantly 
perceive, examine and think about the universe, creating more possibilities in an unknown state. 

In 2018, a brilliant fireworks show was staged over the Michelangelo Square in Florence-
"Flower City in the Sky". It is Cai Guoqiang's largest blasting plan so far. The whole show lasts 
about 10 minutes, nearly 50,000. Special fireworks rushed into the sky to bloom. This day 
fireworks made fireworks no longer just belong to the night. "Flower City in the Sky" is inspired 
by the Italian Renaissance painter Botticelli's "Spring" and opens with "Spring Thunder", 
followed by "Westwind and the Goddess of the Earth", "Flower God", and "Venus". , "The Three 
Goddesses", "Spirit Garden", and "Red Lily" six-act mythical stories burst in sequence. The 
gunpowder material of the fireworks blooms freely, or red, blue, yellow and green are 
intertwined and divided wrongly, or the color blocks collide bright and soft, complex and pure, 
full of meaning, you can feel the emotions and emotions of it. More importantly, the blasting art 
he created has always adhered to environmental standards, so the materials used are all 
degradable environmentally friendly toners, mainly food coloring, food powder, and clothes 
coloring. Cai Guoqiang once again broke the boundaries of the use of gunpowder. He borrowed 
traditional Chinese elements and transformed them into a new artistic concept and artistic 
language, placing the collision and dialogue between East and West, tradition and modernity in 
the public's vision. 
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3. The "Break And Build" of Cai Guoqiang's Artistic Performance 

Artistic experience is the basis and prerequisite of artistic creation, and Cai Guoqiang's artistic 
works are inseparable from the influence of Chinese culture. At the Venice Biennale in 1995, 
Cai Guoqiang exhibited an installation art-"Things Forgotten by Marco Polo", "Because I feel 
that Marco Polo brought back many Eastern stories to the West, but This kind of Eastern 
thought and philosophy is difficult to pass to the West. Therefore, the Eastern Chinese medicine 
was transported on Marco Polo’s ship, which restored a kind of Eastern thought and philosophy. 
So I It's just called the "Things Forgotten by Marco Polo", something that was forgotten by 
Marco Polo in Venice", he explained [4]. On the opening day of the Venice Biennale, Cai 
Guoqiang sailed Chinese fishing boats into the Irish Grand Canal in an unexpected way. He used 
Quanzhou wooden fishing boats, traditional Chinese medicine, ginseng, bamboo spoons, clay 
pots, porcelain cups, and Chinese philosophy. The design is applied to the work. Although the 
materials and philosophical thoughts of traditional Chinese are displayed this time, the way of 
expression is in the form of contemporary Western installation art. The method of Chinese and 
Western cultural exchanges breaks through the original single mode, and is no longer a simple 
combination of Chinese Bring the spirit back to the West. 

Although Cai Guoqiang moved to New York in 1995 and lives and works in the Western system, 
he still has a national consciousness rooted in Chinese culture in his heart. He has spent half of 
his life in the West and Asia. He organically integrates Chinese cultural imagery, aesthetics and 
Western culture. A large number of works reconstruct the dual opposition of Chinese and 
Western art and culture to the world, and stand on the stage of world modern art with unique 
artistic expression. 

4. Conclusion 

Looking back at Cai Guoqiang's artistic career, his artistic creations will always be inquired into 
the customs, coupled with the continuous innovation of artistic language, the artistic works 
shown are a whole that is interconnected by form and content. In Cai Guoqiang’s art works, 
what we can see is a sense of belonging and identification with Chinese culture, showing the 
future trend of Chinese modern art—"foreign teachers are good fortune", and at the same time, 
we must be good at "in the heart" source". Artists should pursue the combination of solid artistic 
skills and sophisticated ideological connotations in their creations, organically integrate the 
spirit of the times, national spirits in real life, and their own unique creative personality, so as 
to infinitely enrich the diversification of contemporary art styles without breaking or standing. , 
Make a big break. 
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