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Abstract 

With the acceleration of economic globalization, the importance of English has become 
increasingly prominent. After the introduction of the Key Period Hypothesis（KPH） of 
language acquisition in China, some experts and scholars advocated one simple idea of 
learning English that is "the sooner the better." In addition to the educational concept of 
“Chenglong Chengfeng”which means that parents want their children to earn a great 
success and bright future, the country has set off a trend of pushing  pre-school children 
crazily to learn English by a variety of classes. This thesis intends to use the Affective 
Filter Hypothesis to analyze the shortcomings of “pre-school English learning” , and put 
forward some suggestions for preschool children's English education. 
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1. Introduction 

"White Paper on the Status of Preschool English Learning in China" pointed out that "The three 
main reasons why parents let their children learn English is that English is considered as an 
essential language tool, more choices for future work, and better grades for higher education 
or exams ." In order not to let the children lose at the starting line, Chinese parents are 
scrambling to sent younger children to learn English in advance. To go into this matter rather 
deeply, the author designed and distributed about 2000 relevant questionnaires which are 
answered by the university students from Zhejiang, Anhui, Sichuan, Fujian, Gansu, Henan, Hebei, 
Harbin and other provinces. Through the analysis of the questionnaire, combined with the 
Affective Filter Hypothesis proposed by Krashen, the author tries to draw more conclusion on 
the younger leraners’ English learning.  

2. The Contents and Signifcance of the Affective Filter Hypothesis 

The Affective Filter Hypothesis was originally proposed by Dulay & Burt in 1977. They 
proposed that affective filtering is an intrinsic processing system that subconsciously organizes 
learners' language absorption through emotional factors, aiming to explain how emotional 
factors affect foreign language learning. . From the late 1970s to the early 1980s, the famous 
American linguist Krashen proposed a complete second language acquisition model. He 
proposed a monitoring model in the late 1970s and expanded research in the early 1980s. The 
core part of the model was the “input hypothesis”. Therefore, Krashen’s second language 
acquisition theory is the “input hypothesis model”. The theoretical basis of the affective filtering 
hypothesis is the sentiment filter theory, according to which the success of second language 
acquisition depends on the learner's emotional factors. Krashen sees emotional factors as an 
adjustable filter that can act to promote or hinder language input. The input of the language can 
only be achieved through the filter to arrive at the language acquisition mechanism and is 
absorbed by the brain. The affective filtering hypothesis emphasizes that the learner's 
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emotional factors play a role in filtering the input of the language in the second language 
acquisition process, and the learner's emotional factors hinder or accelerate the acquisition of 
the language. If the learner's learning purpose is clear, the motivation for learning is high, self-
confidence is strong, and anxiety is moderate, therefore the "affective filtering" is weak. 
Conversely, "affective filtering" is strong. In language acquisition, if the “affective filtering” is 
too strong, obstacles will be formed in the brain, language input will be hindered, and the 
language acquisition device will not be able to produce language acquisition. If the "affective 
filtering" is reduced, the understandable language input can smoothly enter the language 
acquisition mechanism and accelerate the process of language acquisition. Only by reducing 
emotional filtering and eliminating students' psychological barriers can students learn actively. 
According to Krashen , having a large amount of appropriate input does not mean that you can 
learn the language well, but also be careful about the psychological factors of the learner. 

3. Analysis and Conclusion 

 
 

The data shows that only 27.53% of the students did not attend the English tutoring class in 
advance. So obviously, the phenomenon of “early running” is quite common. 47.30% of the 
students go to learn English at the request of parents. In some degree, it can be regarded as a 
kind of passive English learning. During the interview, a large part of the students admitted that 
they were strongly resisted by their parents when they were forced to go to the English tutoring 
class, which led to their lower enthusiasm for learning. It can be seen that learning English in 
advance is not a bad thing in itself, but it is necessary to consider the child's feelings. If it is 
mandatory, it will make the child lose his desire for learning. In the long term, he will have a 
rebellious mentality. This confirms the hypothesis proposed by Krashen. The learner can obtain 
the target language regardless of the age and the appropriate degree of emotional filtering. 
Second language acquisition is influenced by emotional filtering input. In simple terms, the 
learner's acceptance of second language acquisition is affected by psychological factors such as 
interest and motivation. If children do not adapt to this difficult display and acquisition method, 
they will make them prematurely disgusted with the second language. [1] 

 

25.14%

47.30%

27.57%

The reason of learning English in advance

Own requirements Parents’requirements No remedial English lessons
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The time to start learning English is not directly related to children's future English 
achievement. The data shows that the average scores of students who are learning English in 
kindergarten or pre-school classes and those who are learning English in the first grade or 
above are not ideal, with 491 points and 485 points respectively. For those who started to learn 
English after the third grade, the English scores of the college entrance examination are quite 
different from those of the third grade and those who have studied English before. Even the 
students who have studied English in the first grade and later are lower than the scores of the 
college entrance examinations of other age groups. Nearly 20 percent of Students who started 
English in kindergarten or preschool have an average score of 118 in the college entrance 
examination. The data results say that the majority of students in the 1-2 grades have a slight 
decline in the English scores of the college entrance examinations, with an average score of 115 
points. There’s one conclusion that learning too early or too late will have a certain impact on 
the students themselves. To explain it with the Affective Filter Hypothesis: If a child begins 
learning too early, he will be rebellious and become tired of learning; too late will make him 
frustrated and unwilling to learn. As Lillian Katz, an American preschool educator, points out 
that “prematurely instilling education into young children, the possible response to children 
who cannot understand the content and tasks presented to them is that they feel powerless. 
For young children, they repeat the inability to complete their academic experience, and they 
are very likely to blame their stupidity on their failure to complete their studies. The 
psychological factors of learners have played a big role, especially for those preschoolers who 
have incomplete cognitive and strong affective filter. 

4. Countermeasure and Suggestion 

To accquire one language is mainly based on the understandable input, which is the 
subconscious acquisition process. The level of understanding is high and thus the input 
language material can be inhaled. The so-called "understandable input" is actually a "care-
taking language" adapted to the student's level, which comes from the "nanny-style" language 
used in accordance with the "locally" principle. [2] The study by S. Krashen found that when 
children learn a second language, they can inhale a nanny language that they cannot understand 
its structure, but adults cannot. The main reason is that adults (after 10-12 years old) have 
stronger affective filtering than children. Affective filtering exists outside of the language 
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acquisition mechanism, but it affects whether learners can get more language input and 
whether they can inhale more after taking input. Therefore, just the theory puts it, “education 
is growth, growth is the purpose”, getting rid of the influence of fractional logic and following 
the rules of child growth is the best policy. Therefore, the author proposes the following 
suggestions. 

4.1. Improve the English Learning Environment 

The impact of the language learning environment has been proven in research. The language 
environment should include the school language teaching environment, the social language 
application environment, and the family language learning environment. According to 
Krashen's second language acquisition theory, traditional classroom teaching can only play a 
certain role in grammar and syntax, while real language is learned in a natural environment. 
[3]. In China, English learning is a foreign language, so a natural English learning environment 
is difficult to form. Under such conditions, schools hold the responsibility to change the 
traditional classroom model, providing smart classrooms, open small classes, etc. In that way, 
children can be taught in a more free and relaxed language environment. Society should try its 
best to improve the overall English level of the city. Parents with good family conditions can 
create opportunities for children to travel abroad and go to summer camps in order to fully 
mobilize their children's interest in learning. 

4.2. Adjust the Family Education Model 

For parents, they should first correctly understand their role in front of their children. Their 
investment in children's education should not only be in money, but should also be in more 
time and energy to accompany their children's learning and growth. In the process of growing 
up, parents should take the initiative to create a place for them to learn. For example, in free 
time, let go of the trivialities in your hands and read a good book with your child to arouse your 
child's enthusiasm for learning. 

4.3. Change the Language Learning Evaluation Mode 

Traditional English education usually overemphasizes the more knowledgeable parts such as 
grammar and syntax, which makes it impossible for learners to use English flexibly under the 
pressure of learning. The author believes that the emphasis on knowledge evaluation should be 
changed to focus on skills evaluation that to actively guide and pay attention to the independent 
evaluation of learners and give the initiative of teaching evaluation to students. By this kind of 
method, learners can deepen their self-evaluation and gain deeper learning experience. At the 
same time, it pays attention to the group evaluation among the learners, and gives the students 
a chance to evaluate and improve together. The use of incentive evaluation methods makes 
children no longer feel nervous in their studies and exerts their creativity and subjective 
initiative. 
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