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Abstract 

American higher education in the 1960s and 1970s was a "winter" of great 
dissatisfaction in academic circles, because during this period, the Vietnam War and the 
Human Rights Movement won an all-round victory, and the violent social shock made 
some people question the "union of universities". The status of law "holds that modern 
universities should not wander on the edge of society like medieval universities and be 
satisfied with the exploration of "rationality" In fact, instead of publishing things, we 
should move from the edge of society to the center of society and care about current 
events in social life, such as pragmatists. Sidney Hooker regards higher education as the 
basis for solving life problems. In short, there are two kinds of university teaching in 
academic. The controversy of educational purpose is the general educational orientation 
of cultivating rational talents and the orientation of cultivating professional and 
practical talents. To this end each scholars of different schools argue endlessly, and some 
of them try to solve this contradiction from a philosophical point of view, but the results 
are not satisfactory. 
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1. Rationality of the Joint Development of General Education and 
Professional Education 

Free education promotes intellectual development by studying things. It originated in ancient 
Greek and Roman times, of course. It is meaning of free education is different from that of 
liberalism. It emphasizes that a person does not need to engage in manual labor. It is a mental 
worker who "devotes himself to the life of the citizens and the management of the state", as 
opposed to slaves and workers. The "free man" of the craftsman. From the perspective of social, 
political and economic status, such people belong to hierarchical society. Minority groups are 
intellectual workers who "manage people". So how to train their intelligence? "Free education" 
came into being with the aim of developing reason and the method of "researching things". 
"Research" Things" refers to the understanding of the original appearance of things, the method 
is that learners through reading and learning, and follow the specific. It is a general rule to 
reveal the essence of things, but Newman believes that it is not enough to stay there. The 
purpose of intelligence training also needs to "gather all kinds of ideas for comparison, broaden 
thinking, and in addition to rationality." Only in this way can we establish a "universal 
philosophical thought system" which is close to the rational beauty of free education". 
Moreover, the goal of free education accomplished by this philosophical system of thought is 
eternal, just like Ed's. Le said: "For all people at anytime and anywhere, is the same." But in the 
eighteenth century The Industrial Revolution broke out in Britain, and the social environment 
changed dramatically. As a part of society, the university's Education The aim should not stay 
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at the stage of eternal rationality of liberal education, but should change with time and its 
concrete changes. As follows: 

1.1. The Prosperity of Professional Education 

In Brubeck's works, multi-purpose vocational education is different from specialized education. 
Vocational education, but "social profession is the external interface of higher education 
profession, so there is a certain connection between the two. Department." So in Brubeck's 
article, vocational education can be used as professional education. vocational education 
Historically, it has been fiercely criticized by advocates of liberal education, such as Aristotle's 
profession of specialization. Vocational education wastes time and energy, "leading to the 
neglect of other valuable activities, especially rational or rational activities." Adler advocates 
that vocational education seeks external remuneration as opposed to self-rewarding free 
education. It should be done in the unit, or it would be a misuse of the college curriculum; more 
radical is Newman's view. Point: Vocational education teaches special, empirical knowledge, 
and if an individual has mastered it, he has not. Knowledgeable. But the Industrial Revolution 
broke out in England in the eighteenth century, and the change of social denominator promoted 
social division. One of the children's goals of higher education has also changed, that is, the 
industrial revolution urgently needs a large number of workers, freedom. 1 John S. Brubeck. 
Philosophy of Higher Education [1]. Zhejiang Education Press, 2001:80-100.Educational 
training of "rational" workers is no longer suitable for the needs of social development, so if the 
university wants to preserve it. Legitimacy requires professional education and the cultivation 
of Vocational and technical personnel, such as traditional British universities in 1850.Annual 
increase in natural science courses and the cultivation of technology to promote the rapid 
development of industry after the nineteenth century Talents, Gu founded City University. 
During this period, the purpose of university education changed from free education to 
professional education. And vocational education has become the main purpose of University 
education. 

1.2. The Transition from Free Education to General Education 

After the Industrial Revolution, professional education occupied higher education The purpose 
is dominant, but the advocates of free education have not disappeared. They combine the needs 
of the times and accumulate. Polar search for "the most appropriate consequence" for free 
education, that is, from rationalism philosophy to pragmatism philosophy Learn and find two 
ways to try for it: one is to link free courses with contemporary social problems; the other is to 
reverse them. Individual elective courses instead of eternal courses. But this view has been 
opposed by traditional defenders of liberal disciplines. Right: "The elective system adopted in 
free education is a false liberalism". Because they worry about professional subjects. The 
introduction of university curricula will lead to academic Graham's Law, which will exclude 
traditional and respected disciplines. Repelling. At the same time, the progressives of liberal 
education proposed "general education" to break the stereotype of liberal education. It seems 
that the two advocate opposition, but in fact the views are in the same line. For example, the 
progressive school of liberal education also emphasizes common sense. Education needs to 
"study things", but it is not just "understanding, attention and meditation" in the traditional 
sense. He is It refers to finding various ways to cope with difficult situations. This is related to 
professional education in the era of industrialization It is appropriate to train talents to solve 
practical problems. Therefore, it is concluded that general education is a new development of 
free education. The purpose of its transformation is to cultivate a comprehensive personal 
education. 

Existence has its rationality. Both general education and professional education have their 
existence significance. It is not advisable to lean only to one point of view and ignore the other, 
so Brubeck It is pointed out that general education and professional education should go hand 
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in hand. The reason is that the first reason is that vocational education is broad cultural 
dabbling is necessary because it is accurate for future work and change of work and enjoyment 
of life. Prepare. Secondly, since the outbreak of the natural science revolution, theoretical 
elements have been infiltrated into the work of professionals. A respectable intellectual 
position. Thirdly, education should not only enable individuals to "do things", that is, satisfy 
students through work. The need for survival, but also to make them "behave" and become a 
rational person, this requires general education and Only the combination of professional 
education can achieve this goal[2]. In a word, after analyzing and synthesizing various views, 
Brubeck put forward 

2. Course Arrangement of General Education and Professional Education 
Working Together 

Brubeck advocated that general education should go hand in hand with professional education 
in order to train people in universities. In order to meet the needs of society, the effective 
realization of the goal of higher education needs to depend on the comprehensive development 
of talents. So Brubeck talks about it in Chapter 6 of his book Philosophy of Higher Education. 
On the premise of combining general education with professional education, this paper puts 
forward the "appropriateness" and "structure" of curriculum selection. Three suggestions on 
rationality and organizational perfection. 

2.1. "Appropriateness" of Course Selection 

The "appropriateness" of curriculum is closely related to the rationality of higher education, 
and its rationality is highly improved. Deeply academic and solving social problems. The aim of 
university education is to perfect higher learning, which is based on Asia. Liberal educationists 
represented by Richard Newman, while pragmatists like Dewey advocated high values. The 
purpose of such education is to solve the current social problems. But Brubeck insists that 
curriculum choices in higher education should include Only by combining the development of 
higher learning with solving social problems can higher education meet the needs of the times. 
Seek and stick to its rational position. However, when there are too many "appropriate" courses, 
there are two criteria for choosing "appropriate" courses: One is to establish a dynamic 
curriculum system, i.e. to achieve university education by grading subjects according to their 
importance. The standard, but the things reflecting the subjects are changing, so the level of 
subjects is changing, and then higher education subjects. The second is to establish a static 
curriculum system, that is, to extract bids from "constant human nature". "Quasi" and as a 
subject selection line, establish a constant and lasting discipline level. Brubeck Absorbing the 
rationality of the above two points of view, we advocate that the curriculum should "contain a 
part of fixed subjects". But at the same time, we should also make "students' personality more 
or less remain the same". The way to achieve this educational goal is necessary. Combination of 
elective subjects and elective subjects. 

2.2. Rationality of Curriculum Structure 

The lack of "appropriateness" of college curriculum is directly related to the concept of 
curriculum structure. There are two kinds of courses at present. Structural concepts: first, the 
traditional university holds the concept of theoretical curriculum structure, which is composed 
of theoretical subjects; second, the traditional university holds the concept of theoretical 
curriculum structure. Free University upholds the concept of practical curriculum structure, 
which is composed of practical problems at that time and the orientation of University 
curriculum. Solve social problems. But some people point out that social problems are 
constantly changing, which inevitably leads to curriculum structure. Lack of stability is not 
conducive to the mastery of knowledge, so Schwab advocates that the curriculum structure 



International Journal of Social Science and Education Research                                                              Volume 2 Issue 7, 2019 

ISSN: 2637-6067                                                                                                                          DOI: 10.6918/IJOSSER.201910_2(7).0012 

67 

should be theoretical. It is conducive to the acquisition of advanced knowledge, more 
"appropriate". The controversy between the two schools of thought has developed to modern 
times The typical representatives are Dewey and Bruner. Dewey, for example, pays attention to 
training students to solve problems, but neglects learning. Mastering basic theoretical 
knowledge of students. Bruner advocates that students' theoretical knowledge of learning 
system is extremely important. The ability to solve practical problems is neglected. But Brubeck 
argues that both views are flawed. It advocates that the two structures of curriculum should be 
combined to meet the "appropriateness" needs of curriculum. Cheng Wei's media training not 
only has a solid theoretical foundation, but also solves the problems of life, which is also related 
to modern education. The requirement of cultivating all-round development of people in the 
purpose of education has commonality. In short, Brubeck advocates University courses. The 
course structure should include both theoretical courses and practical courses. 

2.3. Integrity of Curriculum Organization 

Brubeck believes that the curriculum should include rational knowledge and practical exercise, 
only when they are organized. Make the course complete. At that time, there were two ways to 
organize curriculum: one was to start with knowledge, and the other was to start with 
knowledge. Knowledge refers specifically to the concepts that constitute various disciplines 
and their relationships, putting them first, and then exploring and realizing them. Real 
problems, and constantly improve the concept of discipline. The second is to start with 
problems and integrate them with related disciplines. Bringing together to solve a multifaceted 
problem, of course, the premise is that problem solvers must understand all disciplines. 
Concepts, however, often lead to the emergence of "interdisciplinary". Brubeck believes that 
there are two ways of curriculum organization Neither is reasonable. He believes that the 
acquisition of knowledge is accompanied by the exploration of knowledge. Divide, go hand in 
hand. Here he takes the acquisition of virtue as an example, "It's not just a matter of practicing 
virtue." Love also includes the practice of virtue." Therefore, Brubeck advocates that curriculum 
should not only have the rationality of the composition of disciplinary concepts. Knowledge 
should also include practical exercises, so that the course is complete. 
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