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Abstract	

With	the	development	of	society,	more	and	more	people	regard	tourism	as	an	important	
way	to	relax.	People's	growing	demand	has	also	made	tourism	more	specific.	Different	
places	will	choose	different	development	themes.	Among	them,	eco‐cultural	tourism	is	
an	 important	 part.	 This	 paper	mainly	 research	 the	 development	 strategies	 of	 eco‐
cultural	tourism,	taking	Wu	Dang	Shan	Taiji	Lake	ecological	cultural	tourism	destination	
as	an	example.	On	the	premise	of	fully	studying	the	background	and	resources	of	scenic	
spots,	 we	 analyse	 the	 district	 identity	 and	 summarize	 the	 development	 strategies,	
including	design	strategies,	bio‐diversity	strategies	and	sustainability	strategies	based	
on	 sustainability.	 Further,	 it	 can	 give	 some	 enlightenment	 for	 eco‐cultural	 tourism	
development.	
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1. Introduction	

1.1. Eco‐tourism	
Ecotourism	is	a	late	20th‐century	neologism	compounded	from	eco‐and	tourism.	According	to	
the	Oxford	English	Dictionary,	eco‐tour	was	first	recorded	in	1973	and	ecotourism,	“probably	
after	eco‐tour”,	in	1982.	Ecotourism	is	a	form	of	tourism	involving	visiting	fragile,	pristine,	and	
relatively	undisturbed	natural	areas,	intended	as	a	low‐impact	and	often	small	scale	alternative	
to	standard	commercial	(mass)	tourism.	(Honey,	Martha,	2008)	

1.2. Cultural‐tourism	
Cultural	 tourism	 is	 the	 subset	 of	 tourism	 concerned	 with	 a	 country	 or	 region's	 culture,	
specifically	the	lifestyle	of	the	people	in	those	geographical	areas,	the	history	of	those	people,	
their	art,	architecture,	religion(s),	and	other	elements	that	helped	shape	their	way	of	life.	(OECD,	
2009)		
With	the	development	of	the	concept	of	eco	and	cultural	tourism	in	China,	there	are	various	
responsible	 tourism	 programs	 that	 minimize	 the	 negative	 effects	 on	 the	 environment	 of	
conventional	tourism	and	maximize	the	cultural	integrity	of	local	people.	Wu	Dang	Shan	Taiji	
Lake	Ecological	Cultural	Tourism	Destination	is	definitely	one	of	these	typically	successful	cases.	
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2. Background	

2.1. Location	

 
Figure	1.	Perspective	of	the	northwest	corner	of	Taiji	Lake	

Source:	China	Architecture	Design	&	Research	Group	
	

Wu	Dang	Shan	Taiji	Lake	lies	right	to	the	northwest	of	Hubei	province,	which	situates	at	the	
foot	of	Mount	Wu	Dang.	Based	on	Mount	Wu	Dang,	one	of	the	most	famous	Taoist	sacred	places,	
and	Danjiangkou	 reservoir,	 the	 largest	 artificial	 lake	 in	Asian,	Wu	Dang	Shan	Taiji	 Lake	has	
become	the	internationally	renowned	and	first‐class	eco‐cultural	tourism	destination.	

2.2. Development	Advantages	
Changeful	geographical	environment	of	Wu	Dang	Shan	Taiji	Lake	attracts	a	 large	number	of	
tourists	 from	 all	 over	 the	world.	More	 importantly,	Mount	Wu	Dang	where	 there	 is	 a	 deep	
religious,	 art,	 history	 and	 cultural	 atmosphere	 helps	 this	 tourism	 destination	 become	 a	
diversified	region.	Therefore,	diversified	culture	and	architectural	art	is	in	everywhere.	Besides,	
Wu	Dang	Shan	Taiji	Lake	Ecological	Cultural	Tourism	Destination	has	sufficient	spaces	with	free	
form	 for	development.	At	 the	same	 time,	by	using	modern	architectural	 technologies,	 it	has	
become	a	harmonious	and	sustainable	region.	
	

  
Figure	2.	Developable	land	analysis	

Source:	EDAW|AECOM	

2.3. Theme	Positioning	
Being	deeply	impacted	by	Taoist	sacred	places,	the	resort	aims	at	offering	customers	or	tourists	
natural	 space	 experience	 of	 ecology,	 inspiration	 and	 tradition	 by	 emerging	 these	 unique	
architectural,	landscape	and	cultural	characteristics	into	every	detail	among	the	resort.	Groups	
of	new	modern	buildings	combined	with	advanced	technology,	culture	and	art	represent	the	
world‐class	modern	 architectures.	Meanwhile,	Wu	Dang	 Shan	Taiji	 Lake	 Ecological	 Cultural	
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Tourism	Destination	is	the	typical	demonstration	area	in	the	aspect	of	eco	and	cultural	tourism	
in	China.	
	

 
Figure	3.	Project	programming	

Source:	EDAW|AECOM	

3. District	Identity	

3.1. Bay	District 
Bay	district	is	the	core	district	where	there	are	conference	hotels,	tourism	town	and	docks.	By	
connecting	 existing	 islands,	 the	 establishment	 of	 island‐dam	 system	 can	 effectively	 control	
water	level.	Based	on	natural	conditions,	conference	hotels	are	not	only	accommodations	for	
tourist	but	also	landmarks.	Besides,	tourist	town	becomes	a	very	important	tourist	hub	which	
can	offer	tourist	conventional	Bagua	cultural	experience	as	well.	
	

 
Figure	4.	Bay	district	
Source:	EDAW|AECOM	
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3.2. High	End	Resort	District	
In	this	area,	there	are	luxury	hotels	and	golf	courses.	It	is	crucial	to	build	up	the	landscape	value	
of	golf	courses	and	to	make	it	harmonious	with	surrounding	natural	source.	To	the	north	of	the	
golf	courses,	it	adopts	ultra‐high	end	development	model,	within	which	there	are	mainly	luxury	
residences.	In	the	way	of	management,	flexible	operation	models	including	equity	investment	
and	timeshare	allow	this	system	to	be	more	economic	efficiently.	
	

 
Figure	5.	High	end	resort	district	

Source:	EDAW|AECOM	

3.3. Tourist	District	
Tourist	district	is	divided	in	to	3	parts,	which	are	tour	cycle	of	Bagua	theme,	Kung	Fu	festival	
and	eco‐tourism	world.	It	is	a	systematically	work	to	build	a	regional	tour	image.	Meanwhile,	
every	zone	in	this	system	has	a	good	accessibility	and	traffic	conditions.	As	a	result,	it	is	quiet	
convenient	for	tourist	to	enjoy	the	conventional	culture	while	they	are	watching	the	wonderful	
scene.	It	 is	worth	mentioning	that	each	year	there	will	be	a	flower	festival	and	some	related	
competitions.	
	

 
Figure	6.	Tourist	district	
Source:	EDAW|AECOM	
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4. Design	Strategies 

4.1. Traffic	Experience	
The	whole	road	hierarchy	includes	primary	road,	secondary	road	and	minor	road.	Combined	
with	landscape	elements	and	terrain	environment,	a	multi‐level	road	system	with	good	visual	
perception	 offers	 tourist	 a	 good	 experience.	More	 importantly,	 it	 can	make	 full	 use	 of	 local	
natural	and	ecological	resources	without	too	many	negatively	environmental	impacts.	
The	roads	especially	secondary	roads	and	minor	roads	are	not	only	ways	for	transportation	but	
also	green	corridors	for	tourist	to	enjoy	the	eco	and	cultural	environment.	When	connecting	
each	other,	these	multi‐level	roads	form	a	landscape	system	together.	According	to	the	different	
patterns	of	landscape	spots,	different	views	offer	different	feelings	and	perceptions	for	tourist.	

4.2. Preliminary	Environmental	Strategies	
4.2.1	Water	Characteristics	in	Every	District	
There	exist	huge	difference	among	each	zone	because	of	the	large	area,	complex	terrain	and	
regional	dispersion.	Therefore,	water	 characteristics	 in	every	district	 are	quite	different.	To	
manage	water	resource	more	efficient	and	economic,	it	is	necessary	to	analyse	characteristics	
of	water	usage	 in	 terms	of	 land	composition,	visitors’	 flow	rate,	greening	ratio	and	regional	
drainage.	
4.2.2	Rain	Water	System	Management	
Grassed	waterway	is	a	useful	method	to	replace	part	of	rainwater	pipeline.	It	is	not	7	only	good	
to	collect	rainwater	but	also	can	help	only	good	to	collect	rainwater	but	also	can	help	only	good	
to	 collect	 rainwater	 but	 also	 can	 help	 pretreat	 surface	 runoff.	 Through	 the	 processes	 of	
rainwater	 interception,	 plant	 filtration	 and	 infiltration,	 grassed	 waterway	 can	 remove	 a	
majority	of	suspended	particles	and	dissolved	contaminants	efficiently.	
Another	ecological	method	is	rain	garden	which	comprises	shrub	in	low‐lying	areas,	flowers	
and	even	the	trees.	On	the	one	hand,	it	can	purify	rainwater	through	the	filtration	effect	and	
removal	of	suspended	solid	particles	in	runoff,	such	as	organic	pollutant,	heavy	metal	ions	and	
even	pathogens.	On	the	other	hand,	the	construction	of	rain	garden	which	is	a	low	cost,	easy	
maintenance	and	efficient	operation	project	has	a	very	good	landscape	and	ecological	effect.	

4.3. Bio‐Diversity	Strategies	
Based	on	characteristics	of	natural	ecological	system	and	ecological	carrying	capacity,	the	Wu	
Dang	 Shan	 Taiji	 Lake	 Ecological	 Cultural	 Tourism	 Destination	 is	 divided	 into	 4	 parts.	
(Waterfront	conservation	district,	mountain	conservation	area,	ecological	recreation	area	and	
ecological	restoration	area)	Each	zone	has	strict	development	regulations	and	clear	targets.	For	
example,	 in	 the	 ecological	 restoration	 area,	 it	 is	 prohibited	 to	 graze	 and	 deforest.	 The	 key	
mission	is	to	keep	the	flora	and	fauna	grow	naturally	and	healthily.	
The	 establishment	 of	 butterfly	 valley	 makes	 the	 site	 more	 attractive	 to	 tourist,	 especially	
children	and	youngster.	What’s	more,	the	appropriate	introduction	of	butterfly	which	can	adapt	
to	local	climate	and	environment	can	promote	local	ecologic	development.	As	a	result,	this	could	
be	win‐win	situations	in	the	aspects	of	environment,	culture	and	economy.	
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Figure	7.	Zoning	in	site	
Source:	EDAW|AECOM	

4.4. Sustainability	Strategies	
The	usage	of	wood,	stone	and	other	local	renewable	architectural	resource	is	the	key	strategy	
of	 sustainability.	 Besides,	 this	 kind	 of	 strategy	 also	 shows	 local	 conventional	 culture.	 Other	
methods	like	gray	water	recycling,	waste	classification	and	storage	battery	car	system	also	have	
significant	impacts	on	the	development	of	Wu	Dang	Shan	Taiji	Lake	Ecological	Cultural	Tourism	
Destination.	Solar	energy,	wind	power	and	some	other	new	energy	are	gradually	accepted	in	
this	 place.	 All	 mentioned	 above	 generate	 an	 integrated	 sustainability	 system	 which	 can	
maximize	the	local	environmental	protection	and	minimize	the	negative	effects	brought	by	the	
tourists.	 Besides,	 as	 a	 basis,	 excellent	 master	 planning	 and	 layout	 support	 the	 sustainable	
development	as	well.	
	

 
Figure	8.	Bird	view	

Source:	EDAW|AECOM	

5. Conclusion 

Undoubtedly,	Wu	Dang	Shan	Taiji	Lake	Ecological	Cultural	Tourism	Destination	is	an	excellent	
case	of	eco	and	cultural	tourism.	To	be	specific,	it	is	worth	being	learned	in	many	parts	including	
base	 location,	 master	 planning,	 project	 programing,	 landscape,	 vegetation	 and	 even	 water	
resource	management.	The	good	combination	of	nature	and	culture	is	also	the	highlight	in	this	
case.	As	I	elaborated	before,	tourist	can	enjoy	the	conventional	culture	while	they	are	watching	
the	wonderful	scene.	
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